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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN

HHIIGGHHLLIIGGHHTTSS

Κ 39 states fund at least one kind of prekindergarten program.

Κ 37 states appropriate state funds for a prekindergarten program or have a school funding mechanism for
4-year-olds.  Three states (New Jersey, Florida and New York) have more than one prekindergarten
program.

Κ 13 states appropriate state funds to supplement the federal Head Start program.  Of these states, 11 also
have a state-funded prekindergarten program; the other 2 states only fund Head Start (Alaska and New
Hampshire).

Κ Only 11 states invest no state funds in either prekindergarten programs or Head Start.

Κ State investment ranges from $1 million to well over $200 million annually.  The number of children
served annually in a state-funded prekindergarten program ranges from a few hundred per state to over
40,000 (California, Georgia, Illinois, New York and Texas).

Κ Very few states limit their prekindergarten funding to public schools only (7 states).  The majority of
states (30 states) permit other entities, such as Head Start and child care agencies and other community-
based organizations, to receive these funds either directly or through a contract with a local public school
district.

Κ While many states consider family income as one of many possible eligibility criteria, only 10 states
have established specific family income levels as a required criterion for child eligibility.  Of these, 5
limit their program to children at or below 100% of the federal poverty level, which is the same income
eligibility criterion used by the federal Head Start program.  The 14 states that fund Head Start directly
are also focusing on children in poverty.

Κ All states use the child’s age as one eligibility criterion.  Less than half of states (14) with
prekindergarten programs limit their programs to 4-year-olds.  Nearly as many states (13) serve 3-year-
olds and 4-year-olds.  Two states include 5-year-olds who are not yet eligible for kindergarten and three
states include children from birth to the age of kindergarten entry.

DDEEFFIINNIINNGG  TTEERRMMSS
This report attempts to summarize the essential elements of state-funded prekindergarten programs across the
United States.  What exactly is a ‘prekindergarten program funded by the state?’  Most simply, it is the efforts
of states –using their own resources – to fund programs and services designed to be early educational
experiences that will help prepare children to succeed in school.

State-funded prekindergarten programs are initiatives for children younger than five – preschoolers who have
not yet entered kindergarten.  A few prekindergarten programs are education funding mechanisms that allow
public school districts to enroll children younger than five, count them in average daily attendance reports, and
receive state aid for these young students.  Most prekindergarten programs are state budget appropriations to a
state agency (usually the state education department) to administer a defined program to be operated by school
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districts directly and often by other entities in communities as well.  Most state prekindergarten programs fund
daily educational experiences for children that extend for the full school year.  Some states set high quality
performance standards and monitor programs closely; others place quality control at the local level.  Some
prekindergarten programs are comprehensive and address the social, health and other needs of the child and the
child’s family, as the federal Head Start program does.  Some states choose to fund Head Start agencies
directly.  Some states recognize and respond to the needs of working families for longer hours and full-year
services in the design of prekindergarten programs.  Some state programs are extensive – a few are or plan to
become universal -- and generous in the amount of funding per child; others are small in scope and offer modest
amounts of funding per child.  The only constant among state-funded prekindergarten policy is that there is
more variation than similarity.

Hopefully, state funding for prekindergarten is one of several strategies that comprise a state’s overall early
childhood policy framework.  Overall early childhood policy aims to ensure that all children come to school
ready to succeed and that families are supported as parents and as essential participants in the workforce.  A
comprehensive policy framework would include special education for preschoolers and for infants, toddlers and
their families; elementary education; child care for young children as well as school-age children; family
education, support and preservation; child welfare; economic security for families including welfare reform;
and tax policy.  State policy encompasses funding, regulating, planning, supporting and improving these and
other essential services and programs that contribute to the healthy development of children.  Assessing state
commitment to early care and education would require information about the full range of programs, services
and infrastructure supports.  Comparing early childhood policy among the states is beyond the scope of this
report, which focuses on one aspect of early childhood policy: state funding for education of children younger
than kindergarten entry.

WWHHAATT  IISS  IINNCCLLUUDDEEDD??
To be included in this report, a program had to be supported primarily by state funds, have early education as a
goal, focus on children younger than kindergarten entry age, and directly serve children rather than primarily
educating their parents.  While all states fund special education and early intervention services for children with
disabilities from birth to school entry, these programs are not included in this report.  Each state with any
amount of state funding for prekindergarten programs or Head Start is included.  One table was constructed for
each state summarizing all of that state’s programs.  The items selected for presentation in these tables reflect
our understanding of what information has essential policy relevance.  Each state table begins with a brief
history including the purposes of the enactment and then answers the following questions.  Which children
and/or communities are served?  What is the format of the program?  How many children are served?  Who
provides the services and how?  How much money is being spent?  Who manages it?  How is quality assured?
Is there planning at the state and/or community levels?  Has the program been evaluated?  If readers desire
clarification or more information, complete contact information is provided for the state-level administrator of
each program.

HHOOWW  WWAASS  TTHHEE  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  CCOOLLLLEECCTTEEDD??
The draft tables for each state were compiled using published information from several sources including: Early
Childhood Programs and the Public Schools: The State Survey (Bank Street College and Wellesley College,
1988); First Steps Promising Futures (Children’s Defense Fund, 1994); the 1998 edition of Map and Track
(National Center for Children in Poverty).  These were extended using the data collected last year through a
survey of the states conducted by the Bush Center at Yale University and a brief internet search for recent
enactments.  These draft tables were sent to the appropriate state administrators with a request for verification in
the form most convenient for them (phone, fax or e-mail).  Based on their responses, corrections and additions
were made to the tables and these were re-sent for final verification, if requested.  All verification was
conducted in June and July of 1998, making the information as current as possible.

CCAAVVEEAATTSS  AANNDD  CCOONNSSIIDDEERRAATTIIOONNSS
Collecting comparable data across the fifty states is a challenge.  Collecting, verifying and reporting
information on a tight timeframe, even limiting the review to a modest number of areas of highest interest to
state policymakers, increased the challenge substantially.  We have made every effort to verify the accuracy of
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these summaries, but undoubtedly some errors remain.  Beyond errors, certain items in the tables deserve a
word of caution.

The ‘population served’ section describes the eligibility criteria used to determine which children are served.
Because prekindergarten programs are by design aimed to improve educational outcomes, eligibility criteria
reflect factors and characteristics related to educational performance and achievement.  These may include the
child’s primary language, the child’s developmental level as measured on an screening instrument, the mother’s
education level and/or her age, family income and other characteristics.  In addition to personal factors,
characteristics of communities (school districts) are also considered in the resource allocation decision.  Even in
states with ‘universal’ prekindergarten programs, prekindergarten resources are usually targeted to the most
needy children and/or neediest communities first.

‘Number of children served’ is not an unduplicated count of all children served over a full year; it is generally a
count of the total spaces made available and/or paid for with state funds during a given year.  Further, there is
no method currently available to know how many children are served by more than one program, since data
reporting is by funding stream, not by individual child.  In the Head Start supplements especially, the number of
children is difficult to calculate since many of these programs offer a relatively small amount of money to every
Head Start grantee and the child count reported for these may include children served with federal funds.
Where Head Start expansion is funded, the number of children is the number served with state funds only (if
that number was available).

The ‘funds’ section reports the annual state appropriation for the most recent fiscal year available (and wherever
possible is the same as the fiscal year for children served).  Fiscal year (FY) refers to the state fiscal year, which
includes the school year ending within that fiscal year.  The section on ‘program standards’ includes four items
that research has shown to be most closely related to positive child outcomes:  class size and ratio, staff
qualifications, education program/curriculum, and parent involvement.  Planning, performance assessment and
evaluation are highlighted because results matter and with the proliferation of programs and funding sources for
young children, planning is essential at both the state and community levels.

WWHHAATT  IISS  NNOOTT  IINNCCLLUUDDEEDD??
There is much more to know about PreK policy than can be covered here.  For example, how much are the
contracting provisions that are widely permitted actually used?  How does the quality of state-funded programs
compare among schools, community-based programs and Head Start?  To what extent are PreK programs
helping working families, especially low-income families who cannot afford quality care on their own?

The full picture of early childhood policy and practice in the states is beyond our scope.  State action to direct
federal funds, such as Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) or the Child Care and Development
Fund (CCDF), to specific projects to benefit preschoolers is omitted here.  Collecting data on the many creative
ways that states are using these federal funds would be a worthy next step for other policy researchers to take.
Similarly, many cities and counties invest their own resources in early childhood programs.  Leading examples
include New York City, Chicago, Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles and Pittsburgh, among others.  Local
funds are not included here (nor is the District of Columbia, which some national reports include as a state).
The National League of Cities is an excellent source of information on city contributions to early care and
education.

Eleven states are not represented in this compendium (Alabama, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi, Montana,
Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming) because they do not appropriate state funds for any
specific prekindergarten or early childhood education program.  Some states, including these, may support early
childhood activities by directing federal funds under state control such as the Child Care and Development
Fund (CCDF) and Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF).  For example, Kansas appropriated
TANF funds to expand Early Head Start.  Indiana makes available some of its federal CCDF funds to
community groups in each county, called Step Ahead Councils, to plan for improvements in early childhood
services and encourages private sector investment in these activities.
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SSUUMMMMAARRYY  TTAABBLLEESS  OOFF  SSEELLEECCTTEEDD  CCHHAARRAACCTTEERRIISSTTIICCSS
The tables immediately following are designed to summarize across states several characteristics that may be of
interest to policymakers who are planning to create or refine prekindergarten programs.  Following these tables,
beginning on page 10 are the descriptions of each state’s programs.
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TTAABBLLEE  11..    SSTTAATTEESS  TTHHAATT  FFUUNNDD  PPRREEKKIINNDDEERRGGAARRTTEENN  AANNDD//OORR  HHEEAADD  SSTTAARRTT

State funding for PreK
programs

State funding for Head
Start

No state funds for PreK or
Head Start

Alabama 3
Alaska 3
Arizona 3
Arkansas 3
California 3
Colorado 3
Connecticut 3 3
Delaware 3
Florida 3
Georgia 3
Hawaii 3 3
Idaho 3
Illinois 3
Indiana 3
Iowa 3
Kansas 3
Kentucky 3
Louisiana 3
Maine 3 3
Maryland 3
Massachusetts 3 3
Michigan 3
Minnesota 3 3
Mississippi 3
Missouri 3
Montana 3
Nebraska 3
Nevada 3
New Hampshire 3
New Jersey 3 3
New Mexico 3
New York 3
North Carolina 3
North Dakota 3
Ohio 3 3
Oklahoma 3 3
Oregon 3
Pennsylvania 3
Rhode Island 3 3
South Carolina 3
South Dakota 3
Tennessee 3
Texas 3
Utah 3
Vermont 3
Virginia 3
Washington 3 3
West Virginia 3
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State funding for PreK
programs

State funding for Head
Start

No state funds for PreK or
Head Start

Wisconsin 3 3
Wyoming 3
TOTALS 37 13 11
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TTAABBLLEE  22..    AAGGEENNCCIIEESS  EELLIIGGIIBBLLEE  TTOO  OOFFFFEERR  PPRREEKKIINNDDEERRGGAARRTTEENN  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS

Public
school

districts
only

School districts &
other agencies via
subcontract with

local school districts

School districts &
other agencies via
direct contracts

from state agency

Comments

Arizona 3 also directly to charter schools
Arkansas 3
California 3 3
Colorado 3
Connecticut 3
Delaware 3
Florida 3
Georgia 3
Hawaii 3 funds go to parents to pay tuition
Illinois 3
Iowa 3 3
Kentucky 3
Louisiana 3
Maine 3
Maryland 3
Massachusetts 3 3
Michigan 3 3
Minnesota 3
Missouri 3
Nebraska 3
New Jersey 3
New Mexico 3
New York 3
North Carolina 3 via county Partnership boards
Ohio 3
Oklahoma 3
Oregon 3 3
Pennsylvania 3
Rhode Island 3
South Carolina 3
Tennessee 3
Texas 3
Vermont 3
Virginia 3 also directly  to local gov’t. entities
Washington 3 3
West Virginia 3
Wisconsin 3

20 16TOTALS 7
Unduplicated count = 30 states
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TTAABBLLEE  33..    QQUUAALLIITTYY  CCOONNTTRROOLL,,  EEVVAALLUUAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  IINN  PPRREEKKIINNDDEERRGGAARRTTEENN
PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS

The state
either

encourages
(E) or requires
(R) programs

to have
national

accreditation

The state has
specific PreK

Program
Standards that
are required
(rather than

only
encouraged)

The state
requires

programs to
meet the Head

Start
Performance

Standards

The program
has been or is

being
evaluated

(at the local
and/or state

levels)

Local PreK
programs are
required to

conduct
community
planning

Arizona 3R
Arkansas 3
California 3
Colorado 3 3 3
Connecticut 3 R 3 3
Delaware 3 3
Florida 3 3 3
Georgia 3 3
Hawaii 3
Illinois 3 3
Iowa 3R 3
Kentucky 3 3 3
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland 3E 3 3
Massachusetts 3R 3 3
Michigan 3 3 3
Minnesota 3E 3 3
Missouri 3
Nebraska 3R 3 3 3
New Jersey
New Mexico 3E 3 3
New York 3 3 3
North Carolina 3 3
Ohio 3 3 3 3
Oklahoma 3
Oregon 3 3
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina 3 3
Tennessee 3 3
Texas 3
Vermont 3 3
Virginia 3
Washington 3 3
West Virginia
Wisconsin
TOTALS 8 16 3 26 13
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TTAABBLLEE  44..    AAGGEE  AANNDD  IINNCCOOMMEE  TTAARRGGEETTIINNGG  IINN  PPRREEKKIINNDDEERRGGAARRTTEENN  PPRROOGGRRAAMMSS

Age requirements

4-year-olds 3- and 4-
year-olds

3-, 4- and
5-year –

olds (to K
entry)

3-years to
3rd grade

Birth to
five years

(to K entry)

Specific income
level is required

eligibility criterion1

Arizona 3
Arkansas 3
California 3
Colorado 3
Connecticut 3
Delaware 3 100% FPL
Florida 3
Georgia 3
Hawaii 3 75% SMI
Illinois 3
Iowa 3 130% FPL
Kentucky 3 133% FPL
Louisiana 3
Maine 3
Maryland 3
Massachusetts 3 100% SMI
Michigan 3
Minnesota 3
Missouri 3
Nebraska 3
New Jersey 3
New Mexico 3
New York 3
North Carolina 3
Ohio 3 185% FPL
Oklahoma 3
Oregon 3 100% FPL
Pennsylvania 3
Rhode Island 3
South Carolina 3
Tennessee 3 100% FPL
Texas 3
Vermont 3
Virginia 3 100% FPL
Washington 3 100% FPL
West Virginia 3
Wisconsin 3
TOTALS 14 13 5 2 3 10

                                                       
1 FPL is Federal Poverty Level; SMI is State Median Income.
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TTHHEE  SSTTAATTEESS
(in alphabetical order)

AALLAASSKKAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Alaska Head Start Program

HISTORY Beginning in 1977, the state appropriated funds to meet and exceed the 20% federal
match requirement for Head Start.  Beginning in 1983, the state appropriated funds
for expansion of Head Start and quality improvements.

POPULATION
SERVED

Originally the program was for 3- through 5-year-olds eligible for Head Start.  Since
1992, the program has included children from the prenatal period through 5 years of
age.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is half-day for the school year.  Full-day, full-year and other appropriate
models are encouraged.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

705 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Community and Regional Affairs (DCRA)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10

Staff Qualifications:  federal Head Start staffing standards

Educational Program and Parental Involvement:  Must meet federal Head Start
Performance Standards for:  1) early childhood development and health services, 2)
family and community partnerships, and 3) program design and management
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FUNDS Method of Funding:  targeted grants for Head Start programs allocated by formula
recommended by Alaska Head Start Directors Association and approved by DCRA

State-appropriated Funds:   $5.7 million (FY 1997)
ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

All Head Start programs are monitored every 3 years by the federal regional office
and the Alaska Head Start office.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

For more information, contact:

Marilyn Webb
Dept. of Community and Regional Affairs
Division of Community and Rural Development
PO Box 112100
Juneau, AK  99811-2100
Phone:  907-465-5861
Fax:  907-465-8638
E-mail:  mwebb@comregaf.state.ak.us

Website:
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AARRIIZZOONNAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood State Block Grant

HISTORY Beginning in 1991, the state appropriated funds for preschool projects for at-risk 4-
year-olds.  In 1996, the preschool projects were folded into a new Early Childhood
Block Grant.  The Block Grant may be used for preschool, full-day kindergarten and
supplements for grades K-3.

POPULATION
SERVED

The Legislature eliminated an age specification for preschool services for FY 1999.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum half-day; school year

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

4,600 (FY 1996)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts and charter schools, which may choose to contract with
licensed private non-profit or for-profit agencies or federally funded programs
including Head Start and child care centers.  The purpose of contracting is to allow at
least 50% of the families selected for the program to receive services from the
program of their choice.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Arizona Department of Education (DOE)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios: as specified through accreditations

Staff Qualifications:  as specified through accreditations

Educational Program:  Preschool programs are required to become nationally
accredited by 1999.  The approved State Board of Education accreditations are:
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) accreditation,
the National Accreditation Credential for Early Child Care and Education Programs
(NACECEP), the National Child Care Association’s National Early Childhood
Program Accreditation (NECPA), American Montessori Society (AMS)
accreditation, and American Montessori International (AMI) accreditation.

Parental Involvement: as specified through accreditations
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FUNDS Method of Funding:  Allocation to school districts and charter schools based on the
number of pupils in kindergarten and grades one through three who were eligible for
free lunch (under the National School Lunch and Child Nutrition Acts) during the
prior fiscal year.

State-appropriated Funds:  $19.5 million (FY 1998) for the Early Childhood Block
Grant which may be used at the discretion of the school district or charter school to
serve preschool children, extend kindergarten to full-day and/or offer supplemental
programs for grades K-3.

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  The Legislature establishes funding level and program components each
year.

Community Level:
ASSESSMENT OF

PROGRAM
PERFORMANCE

Accreditation will be the measure of program performance for preschool services.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Block grant programs are audited every 3 years by the state Auditor General’s Office.

For more information, contact:

Janice Smith (Acting)
Early Childhood Program Manager
Academic Support Division
Arizona Department of Education
1535 W. Jefferson Avenue
Phoenix, AZ  85007
Phone:  602-542-7462
Fax:  602-542-3100
E-mail:

Website:  www.ade.state.az.us
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AARRKKAANNSSAASS

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Arkansas Better Chance

HISTORY The program began in 1991, as part of a larger education reform initiative/dedicated
sales tax for Educational Excellence Trust Fund. Goal is school readiness.

POPULATION
SERVED

3-5 year old educationally deprived children; children must meet at least one of the
following criteria: low-income family; parents with low educational levels; low birth
weight; teen mother; substance abuse or neglect.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

School day; 5 days/week; school year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

8,500 (FY 1996)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, community agencies, Head Start, child care centers,
educational cooperatives

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Human Services and Department of Education

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with recommended class size of 20

Staff Qualifications:
Teachers must have one of the following:

1. College degree with specialization in early childhood education
2. Teacher certification in elementary education
3. College degree, but no specialization

Assistant teachers must have one of the following:
1.  Child Development Associate (CDA) credential
2.  Associate level degree in early childhood development

Educational Program:  Meet State child care licensing requirements and Arkansas
Child Care Approval (the state accreditation program).

Parental Involvement:  Each program needs a plan for parental involvement into
program operation and design, child’s educational experience, review of
programmatic plans, and parent conferences.

FUNDS Method of Funding:  Competitive grants, based on geographic distribution with
priority given to areas with high poverty designation.

State-appropriated Funds: $10 million (FY 1996)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

The Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) is used to do an annual
evaluation.

For more information, contact:

Kathy Stegall
Arkansas Dept of Human Services
Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education
101 East Capitol, Suite 106
Little Rock, AR  72201
Phone:  501-682-4891
Fax:  501-682-4897
E-mail:

Website:
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CCAALLIIFFOORRNNIIAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

State Preschool Program

HISTORY In 1966, the legislature authorized the preschool program with the goal of preparing
children for school.  In 1998, a California Department of Education (CDE) Task
Force recommended universal preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are between 3 years 9 months and 4 years 9 months old; first priority is
to children identified for child protective service, then age-eligible children with
lowest family incomes admitted first

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 3 hours per day, 5 days per week for the school year

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

49,213 (FY 1996)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may contract with private non-profit and for-profit
agencies.  Non-profit organizations may also contract directly with CDE.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

California Department of Education (CDE)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:8 with recommended class size of 24

Staff Qualifications:  Teachers must have certification in early childhood education,
or 12 college units in early childhood education and 2 years experience

Educational Program:  Programs must meet state child care licensing requirements
and have an educational program component that is developmentally, culturally and
linguistically appropriate for the children served.  Programs make referrals for health,
dental and social services.

Parental Involvement:  Programs are required to have parent teacher conferences,
parent meetings, and a parent advisory committee and to encourage parent
participation in daily activities.

FUNDS Method of Funding:  Competitive grants awarded, with reimbursement made on
enrollment basis.

State-appropriated Funds:  $121 million (FY 1997)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

CDE monitors fiscal and program compliance every three years.  Programs are
expected to file quarterly attendance and fiscal reports and conduct annual fiscal audit
and program quality self-review using instruments developed by CDE.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

For more information, contact:

Marjorie McConnell
Division of Child Development
California Department of Education
560 J Street, Suite 220
Sacramento, CA  95814
Phone:  916-323-3034
Fax:  916-323-6853
E-mail:  mmcconne@cde.ca.gov

Website:  www.cde.ca.gov
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CCOOLLOORRAADDOO

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Colorado Preschool Program (CPP)

HISTORY Established in 1988 as a result of efforts of Governor’s Office, business community
and Department of Education.  Goal is prevention to reduce drop-out rate by
increasing developmental levels of children with risk factors.

POPULATION
SERVED

4- or 5-year olds who will be eligible for kindergarten the following year. Priority for
children with risk factors associated with school problems, e.g., child abuse/neglect,
non-English speaker, low parent education levels.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum of 2.5 hours a day, 4 days a week for the school year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

8,850 (FY 1998)  Of these, 500 are kindergartners.

In 1997, CPP funding guidelines were changed to allow funds to be used to extend
half-day kindergarten to full-day kindergarten for up to 500 children who are
otherwise eligible for CPP.

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may contract with private schools, community
agencies, Head Start centers, child care centers and/or public agencies such as
community colleges.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education Early Childhood Leadership Team.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:8 with recommended class size of 15

Staff Qualifications: teacher must have work experience and be supervised by
someone with a BA

Educational Program: Programs must meet state standards based on NAEYC
guidelines for developmentally appropriate practice and cross-referenced to Head
Start Performance Standards and state child care licensing requirements.  Curriculum
is locally determined.

Parental Involvement: Parents must sign a contract based upon the needs of their
child.

FUNDS Method of Funding: Local school districts apply on a competitive basis for grants.

State-appropriated Funds:  $20 million (FY 1998)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  Each school district must have a council including parents and
relevant community service providers.
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ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

The CPP was evaluated from 1989-1992 with grant from U. S. Department of
Education.  Findings demonstrated significant increases in children’s language skills,
high parent satisfaction and substantial reduction in need for special education
services across all settings.  Children in programs successfully implementing quality
services and children whose parents were more involved showed the greatest gains in
language development.  Children demonstrated significant progress in programs in all
settings whether public or private.

For more information contact:
David Smith
Prevention Initiatives
Colorado Department of Education
201 E. Colfax Ave.
Denver, CO  80203
Phone:  303-866-6683
Fax:  303-866-6785
E-mail:  smith_d@cde.state.co.us

Website:
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CCOONNNNEECCTTIICCUUTT

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

School Readiness and Child Care
Initiative

Head Start Supplement

HISTORY In 1997, the Legislature enacted the School
Readiness Initiative to promote equal access and
improve the quality of early childhood
programs.  The Initiative includes services to
preschool aged children, regional program
accreditation projects, career development and
scholarships, program evaluation and facility
financing.

Since 1968, the state has
appropriated funds for Head Start.
Currently, the purposes are
expand the number of children
and to extend hours of programs.

POPULATION
SERVED

3- and 4-year-old children are eligible.  The
target population for the first year (school year
1997-98) is children who are low-income and
reside in the 14 highest need school districts
(“priority districts”) or in the attendance area of
a “severe need school” (one in which 40% or
more of students are eligible for free or reduced
lunch).  For 1997-98, a total of 50 cities and
towns were eligible.  A sliding fee scale allows a
wide range of families to participate.  The goal
is full-coverage of eligible preschoolers in the
target communities within five years, with
possible expansion of services statewide .

Children eligible for Head Start

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Based on community and family need with
priority for full-day, full-year services.  The
minimum part-time program option is 2.5 hours
per day, 180 days per year.  Funds may be used
to extend programs to the full-time option (10
hours per day, 5 days per week for 52 weeks).

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

2,823 (FY 1998)

(For year II, the goal is 5,000 children.)

981 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts and community agencies
including Head Start, child care centers
(nonprofit and proprietary), and family child
care homes

federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Jointly administered by Department of
Education (DOE) and Department of Social
Services (DSS)

Department of Education (DOE)
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PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 in child care licensing and as
specified by accrediting bodies.

Staff Qualifications:  Qualifications are
specified in child care licensing and within
accreditation.  In licensing regulations,
qualifications for teachers range from 9 months
work experience and a CDA credential or 12
credits in early childhood education/child
development, to a bachelors degree in early
childhood education and at least 3 months work
experience.

Educational Program:  Programs are required to
be or become accredited by the National
Association for the Education of Young
Children or the New England Association of
Schools or meet the Head Start Performance
Standards.  In addition, state standards are being
developed to define the 10 elements specified in
the School Readiness legislation such as parent
involvement, family literacy.

Parental Involvement:  Parent involvement is a
required element in School Readiness legislation
and as specified by accrediting bodies.

Head Start Performance
Standards

FUNDS Method of Funding:  Grants to municipalities,
distributed to providers based on the
recommendations of the local School Readiness
Council’s plan as approved by the DOE and
DSS.

State-appropriated Funds:  The funds for direct
services are $20 million for FY 1998 and $40
million for FY 1999.  Total appropriations are
$32.6 million (FY 1998) and $54.8 million (FY
1999).

Method of Funding:  Competitive
grants

State-appropriated Funds:  $5.1
million (FY 1998)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  DOE and DSS jointly review and
approve local plans.

Community Level:  Local School Readiness
Councils prepare the local plan.  Councils are
convened by mayors and  school superintendents
with defined representation including schools,
Head Start, child care centers, parents and other
constituents.

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Local School Readiness Councils are
responsible for assessing local performance and
for submitting monthly and annual reports
required by the state.

Monitoring by the federal
regional Head Start office

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

A longitudinal evaluation is being planned.
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For more information, contact:
George Coleman Peter Palermino
Bur. of Early Childhood Educ. & Social Services Child CareTeam
Department of Education Department of Social Services
25 Industrial Park Road 25 Sigourney St.
Middletown, CT  06457 Hartford, CT  06106-5033
Phone:  860-638-4204 Phone:  860-424-5006
Fax:  860-638-4218 Fax:  860-951-2996
E-mail:  E-mail:  peter.palermino@po.state.ct.us

Website:
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DDEELLAAWWAARREE

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Assistance Program.

HISTORY ECAP was established in 1994 to address the need for improved school readiness by
giving income-eligible 4-year-old children at least one year of pre-school and
reducing the long waiting lists at Head Start Centers.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are 4 years old by August 31 prior to entering program and who meet
Head Start income eligibility standards.  (Raising the income eligibility to 200% of
poverty is being considered.)

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum of 4 hours a day, 4 days a week for 160 days a year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

843 (FY 1999 anticipated)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, community agencies, Head Start grantees and child care
centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with recommended class size of 17

Staff Qualifications: Teachers must have CDA credential or college degree with
specialization in early childhood education.  Teacher aides must have a high school
degree or GED.

Educational Program: Programs must meet the Head Start Performance Standards.

Parental Involvement:  Same as Head Start.  Three home visits required per year.
FUNDS Method of Funding: Competitive grants through an RFP process.

State-appropriated Funds:  $3.64 million (FY 1999)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:
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ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An evaluation plan is in place to assess child, family and community impact as well
as family and community satisfaction.

For more information, contact:
Jim J. Lesko
Delaware Department of Education
Early Childhood and Exceptional Children
PO Box 1402, Townsend Building
Dover, DE  19903
Phone:  302-739-4667
Fax:  302-739-2388
E-mail:  jlesko@state.de.us

Website:
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FFLLOORRIIDDAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Prekindergarten Early
Intervention Program

Title I Migrant Prekindergarten
Program

HISTORY In 1987, the Legislature-established the
program in recognition that high quality
prekindergarten education programs
increases children’s chances of
achieving future education success and
becoming productive members of
society. The goal was school readiness.

In 1978, the legislature appropriated state
funds to support preschool migrant
education.  These funds supplemented
federal Title I funding.  The PreK Early
Intervention program evolved from
interest in expanding preschool
opportunities beyond migrant children.

POPULATION
SERVED

3- and 4-year-olds are eligible.  Priority
is given to economically disadvantaged
children (eligible for free lunch
program) and children from migrant
families, working poor families and
families in the state’s welfare to work
programs.  Additional targets are
children who are abused, in foster care,
prenatally exposed to drugs, or have
disabilities.

3- and 4-year old children whose families
are migrant workers.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 6 hours per day, five days
per week during the school year.

Most operate 6 hours per day, five days
per week during the school year.  Some
programs include extended day services,
operating 10 hours per day, 5 days per
week, year round.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

30,014 (FY 1997) 2,540 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may
subcontract with community agencies
including Head Start and child care
centers.

Public school districts, which may
subcontract with non-profit agencies

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education, Office of
Early Intervention and School Readiness

Department of Education, Office of Early
Intervention and School Readiness
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PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10

Staff Qualifications: Teachers must have
a CDA credential, or certification in
early childhood education, and 30-hour
training course by offered by DOE and
Dept. of Children and Family Services.

Teaching aides must have 30-hour
training course by offered by DOE and
Dept. of Children and Family Services.

Educational Program: NAEYC
requirements are encouraged.

Parental Involvement: Programs must
have site-based parental activities
designed to fully involve parents in the
program including parenting education,
home visitor activities, family support
services coordination.

Ratios:  1:10, with class size of 17-20

Staff Qualifications: Teachers must have
certification in early childhood or
elementary education.

Educational Program: Programs must
meet federal regulations for migrant
preschool education and local school
district requirements.  An individualized,
developmental curriculum is encouraged.

Parental Involvement: Parent
involvement in program planing,
implementation and evaluation is
encouraged.

FUNDS Method of disbursement: School district
grant funding on a formula basis.

State Funds: $97 million (FY 1998)

Method of disbursement: School district
funding on a formula allocation basis.

State Funds: $3.3 million (FY 1998)
ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  Joint Legislative Task
Force participated in development and
evaluation of the original pilot project,
make recommendations for future state
involvement in preschool education for
disadvantaged students, and examine
coordination and utilization of federal
and local resources for child care and
preschool programs.  The state is
working toward a single shared waiting
list by county for all publicly supported
early childhood programs (i.e., all PreK,
child care and Head Start)

Community Level:  Each program has an
Interagency Coordinating Council on
early childhood services to coordinate
and maximize the use of funds and other
resources

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Evaluation is required of each district
including pre-and post-tests and an
assessment of school readiness. From
’91 – ’94 the state conducted a third
party evaluation as well.
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For more information, contact:
Patty Ball Thomas
Office of Early Intervention and School Readiness
Florida Education Center
325 West Gaines St., Suite 325
Tallahassee, FL  32399
Phone:  904-922-0034
Fax:  904-487-0946
E-mail:  ballthp@mail.doe.state.fl.us

Website:  www.firn.edu/doe
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GGEEOORRGGIIAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Georgia Prekindergarten Program for Four-Year-Olds

HISTORY In 1993, the program was started as an at-risk program funded with passage of the
Georgia lottery for education.  The goal is to provide children with school readiness
skills.  In 1995, the program was opened to all 4-year olds without regard to income.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are Georgia residents and 4 years old on September 1. No income
requirements.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 6.5 hours/day; 5 days/week; 180 weeks/year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

60,000 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may subcontract to private schools, community
agencies, Head Start Centers, and child care centers.  Direct contracts from the state
office to private schools, community agencies, Head Start centers, child care centers
and University system providers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Office of School Readiness (OSR)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10, with class size of 20

Staff Qualifications:  Teachers must have a CDA Credential, or teacher certification
in early childhood education, or a college degree with specialization in early
childhood education, or teacher certification in elementary education or a Montessori
or vocational early childhood education degree.  Aides must be at least 20 years old,
high school graduates and have experience with young children.

Educational Program: Program Must be in accordance with age-appropriate
instructional practice, use an Office of School Readiness approved curriculum, and
adhere to state child care licensing requirements.  Local curriculum choice includes
Bank Street, Creative Curriculum, High/Scope, High Reach Framework, Montessori,
etc.

Parental Involvement:  Parent volunteering, participation in meetings, group
activities, and workshops are encouraged.  Programs must offer two one-on-one
conferences per year between lead teacher and parent(s) of each child

FUNDS Method of Funding:  Funding on a formula basis related to enrollment.

State-appropriated Funds: $211 million (FY 1997)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Early childhood consultants from the OSR conduct 3-4 site visits annually to each
program to assess program performance and offer technical assistance as needed.
These consultants conduct a formal on-site evaluation of each program annually.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An evaluation begun when the program was first established was terminated when the
program changed from at-risk to the general population.  A longitudinal study of the
expanded program began with parent satisfaction surveys in 1996-97 and started to
collect other data in 1997-1998.  Early findings are positive on program quality and
parent satisfaction.

For more information, contact:
Pam Shapiro
Director, Pre-K Division
Office of School Readiness
10 Park Place South, Suite 200
Atlanta, GA 30303
Phone:  404-651-7431
Fax:  404-651-7429
E-mail:  sopm@mail.osr.state.ga.us

Website:  www.osr.state.ga.us
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HHAAWWAAIIII

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Preschool Open Doors Project Head Start Supplement

HISTORY Open Doors was established in 1989-90 to
help low-income families provide their
preschool-aged children with one or more
years of preschool experience to help
ensure their readiness for kindergarten.

Beginning in 1965, the state Legislature
appropriated funds for Community
Action Program (CAP) agencies to
match federal funds, including those for
Head Start.  In 1987, an allocation was
made within these state funds
specifically for Head Start.  More
recently, the state funds for Head Start
have been targeted to extend the day of
Head Start to support parental
employment (welfare reform).

POPULATION
SERVED

4-year-olds and 3-year-olds with special
needs whose families have incomes below
75% of the State Median Income are
eligible.  Priority is given to children
closest to kindergarten age and those with
special needs and those with the lowest
incomes.  First priority is for 4-year-olds
with special needs, then 4-year-olds, then
3-year-olds with special needs, and then 3
year-olds.  Special needs is defined as
children who are homeless, speak limited
English, have developmental delays, have
physical or mental impairments, or are in
foster care.

Head Start eligible children whose
parents are working, in employment-
related training or education

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum hours and days of operation are
determined by the preschool the child
attends.  The school year is the maximum
for funding.

per Head Start Performance Standards

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

734 (FY 1998)

There are a total of 822 spaces allocated
among the islands (counties) by
population.

Approximately 300 children (FY
1998).

(Across all Head Start grantees, a total
of 362 parents (both dual and single
parent families) were supported in
employment, job training or continuing
education.)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Any licensed program serving preschool-
aged children is eligible for families to
choose.

Head Start grantees (federal)

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Human Services (DHS) Department of Labor and Industrial
Relations (DLIR), Office of
Community Services
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PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  Programs must be licensed as
child care centers by the DHS.

Staff Qualifications: Programs must be
licensed as child care centers by the DHS.

Educational Program:

Parental Involvement:

Head Start Performance Standards

FUNDS Method of Funding: Families call a toll-
free number to request an application
which is accompanied by written materials
on choosing preschool programs.  Families
may receive a tuition subsidy up to $350
per month for the school year toward
preschool tuition and are required to pay a
share of the subsidy (co-pay) based on
their income.

State-appropriated Funds:  $2.7 million
(FY 1998)

Method of Funding: Contract on a
formula basis to each grantee

State-appropriated Funds:  $387,387
(FY 1998)

For FY 1999, the DLIR eliminated the
funding, allowing $96,847 for a 3-
month phase-out of the program.

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An evaluation to assess parent satisfaction
with Open Doors was done in 1996 by the
Families and Work Institute.

For more information, contact:

Garry Kemp Paul Pladera
Department of Human Services Department of Labor and Industrial Relations
Benefit, Employment & Support Svcs. Div. Office of Community Services
1001 Bishop St.  Pacific Tower, # 900 830 Punchbowl St., Room 420
Honolulu, HI  96813 Honolulu, HI  96813
Phone:  808-586-7054 Phone:  808-586-8675
Fax:  808-586-5180 Fax:  808-586-8685
E-mail:  E-mail:

Website:
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IILLLLIINNOOIISS

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Illinois Prekindergarten Program

HISTORY Education reform legislation containing provisions for state-funded pre-kindergarten
program passed in 1985.

POPULATION
SERVED

3- and 4-year-olds and 5-year-olds who are not eligible for kindergarten entry, who
have more than one risk factor for academic failure.  Risk factors are determined by
local school districts.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Half-day (2½ – 3 hours) or full school day, 5 days per week for the school year.
Many programs serve children 4 days per week with staff development and parent
involvement activities on the fifth day.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

50,000 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may subcontract to public and private nonprofit
agencies including Head Start and child care centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Illinois Board of Education

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with maximum class size of 20

Staff Qualifications:  Teachers must have early childhood teaching certificate.
Teaching aides must have 30 hours of college courses in early childhood education.

Educational Program:  Curriculum must be age appropriate and consistent with
research on how young children learn.

Parental Involvement:  Programs must have a parent education and involvement
component including ways to routinely advise parents of child’s progress.  Home
visits are strongly encouraged.

FUNDS Method of Funding:  Competitive grants to local school districts

State-appropriated Funds: $124 million (FY 1998)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:
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ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Each district is required to send program and student demographic and attendance
data to the state BOE on a yearly basis.  BOE early childhood consultants provide on-
site technical assistance and program evaluation throughout the year.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Each grantee must have an evaluation process in place to provide information on the
accomplishment of program objectives.  A longitudinal study has been conducted of
the overall program to determine its effects on children as they progress through
primary grades including retention, special education placement and achievement on
state tests.

For more information, contact:
Kay Henderson
Division of Early Childhood Education
Illinois State Board of Education
100 N. First Street, (E216)
Springfield, IL 62777
Phone: 217-782-3495
Fax: 217-785-7849
E-mail:

Website:
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IIOOWWAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Comprehensive Child Development Program “Shared Visions”

HISTORY In 1989, state funding was appropriated for early childhood initiatives to
promote the health and well-being of young children at-risk of later school
difficulties.  Recent state legislation created ‘empowerment areas’ whose goal is
to provide comprehensive services through local control and coordinated and/or
combined state and federal funding.  At present, the child development program
funding remains distinct, but it may be incorporated into the empowerment area
funding sources in future years.

POPULATION
SERVED

Currently, children who are 3- or 4-years-old by September 15 and whose
family income is below 130% of the federal poverty level and who have at least
one other risk factor are eligible.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 3 hours/day; 4 days/week; school year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

1,800 (FY 1996)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, child care centers, community agencies, and Head Start
programs are eligible.  Public school districts may also subcontract to
community agencies, Head Start and child care centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Iowa Department of Education, Child Development Coordinating Council
(CDCC)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios: 1:8 with class size of 16

Staff Qualifications: Requirements depend on the program sponsor.  Teachers in
public school must have teacher certification in early childhood education; or a
college degree w/specialization in early childhood education.  Teachers in
community based agencies must have at least a CDA Credential.

Educational Program: All programs must be accredited by National Association
for the Education of Young Children.  Head Start programs meet Head Start
Performance Standards; others meet state child care licensing requirements.

Parental Involvement: Parent participation is strongly encouraged, but not
required and varies by site.  Each program must have a parent advisory group.

FUNDS Method of Funding: Competitive grants

State-appropriated Funds: $7 million (FY 1996)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  The CDCC meets at least six times per year for planning and
program monitoring.

Community Level:
ASSESSMENT OF

PROGRAM
PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

The DOE is starting an evaluation by an outside evaluator.  The evaluation
completed in 1993 by the University of Michigan focused on perceptions of
developmentally appropriate practice and teacher training and experience.

For more information, contact:
Susan Andersen
Early Childhood Consultant
Department of Education
Grimes State Office Building
Des Moines, IA  50319-0146
Phone:  515-281-4747
Fax:  515-242-6025
E-mail:

Website:  www.state.ia.us
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KKEENNTTUUCCKKYY

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Kentucky Preschool Program

HISTORY In 1990, the Kentucky Education Reform Act established the preschool program to
assist children to succeed in school as a means to help schools achieve the goals set in
accountability sections of the Reform Act.  The goal of the preschool program is
school readiness through providing a developmentally appropriate program for
children at risk of educational failure with special emphasis on social/interpersonal
skills.

POPULATION
SERVED

 3- and 4-year-old children are eligible.  The criteria for 4-year olds is eligibility for
free lunch; 3- and 4-year olds with delay or disability are eligible regardless of family
income.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is half-day; 4 days/week; 175 days/year.  (For the 1997-98 school year,
about 1/3 were school day.)

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

15,518 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may subcontract with private schools, community
agencies, Head Start centers, and child care centers.  (About 20% of school districts
contract for the whole program; about half of these contracts are with Head Start.)

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Kentucky Department of Education, Division of Preschool Programs.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with maximum class size of 20

Staff Qualifications: In all settings, a classroom must be led by either a ‘preschool
teacher’ or an ‘associate preschool teacher’ supervised by a preschool teacher.

A ‘preschool teacher’ must have certification in Interdisciplinary Early Childhood
Education (Kentucky’s regular and special education unified certificate covering
children from birth through kindergarten), or kindergarten certification, elementary
special education certification, or a college degree (bachelors or masters) in a related
field (e.g., early childhood education, child development, or early childhood special
education).

An ‘associate preschool teacher’ holds a Child Development Associate (CDA)
credential, or an associate degree in early childhood or child development, or a
Kentucky Technical School diploma in preschool/child care.  Associate teachers work
as lead teachers under the curriculum supervision of a qualified teacher.
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Educational Program:  State preschool guidelines reflect NAEYC practice standards,
Head Start Performance Standards, and state child care licensing requirements.
Developmentally appropriate practices are encouraged in all areas of child
development.

Parental Involvement: Each program is required to allow for active parent
involvement, considering the different types of family structure and needs, and
include home visits, conferences, volunteering, and regular communication.

FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding on a formula basis to school districts

State-appropriated Funds: $39 million (FY 1996)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  An Early Childhood Advisory Council, appointed by the Governor,
advises the Commissioner of Education about the Preschool Program.

Community Level:  Within the school and school district, the Preschool Program is
planned as part of the Kentucky Consolidated Education Plan (combining 19 state
and federal categorical education programs).  In addition, school districts planning
preschool programs are required to work with the local community preschool/child
care programs to avoid duplication of service and supplantation of federal funds and
to coordinate with local health, mental health and social services agencies to meet the
needs of children in the preschool program.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Each district’s preschool program coordinator performs fiscal monitoring four times
per year.  Each district is required to conduct an annual program evaluation to review
rates of participation, parent satisfaction and child progress in primary grades.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Since 1991, an annual statewide evaluation has been conducted examining children
currently in the preschool program, children entering primary school and longitudinal
study of children beyond primary.  The University of Kentucky annually evaluates
about 1,500 children among three groups:  in program, not in program, and in
program in previous years.  Children are assessed in communication, motor, social
and adaptive skills, cognition, and emerging literacy.  A long-term study of children
is in process.  The evaluation also reviews program quality and parental involvement.

For more information, contact:

Debbie Schumacher
Kentucky Department of Education
500 Mero Street
Frankport, KY  40601
Phone:  502-564-7056
Fax:  502-564-6771
E-mail:  dschumac@kde.state.ky.us

Website:
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LLOOUUIISSIIAANNAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Preschool Block Grant

HISTORY A preschool program for at-risk 4-year-olds was established by the Legislature in
1985.  In 1993, the program became the Preschool Block Grant with funding from the
State Special Enhancement Fund.  The goal is to improve children’s readiness for
kindergarten.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children must be eligible to enter kindergarten the next year (i.e., 4 years old).
Programs must serve children most developmentally delayed as determined by a
screening instrument (but who are not eligible for special education).  Priority is
given to low income children.  Local school systems develop their own eligibility
criteria.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is school day and school year; most are 5 days/week.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

2,154 (FY 1996)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts only

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

8(g) Office of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with class size of 20

Staff Qualifications: Teacher certification in early childhood education or elementary
education.

Educational Program: Programs must adhere to local school district policies. Various
curricula are used including Creative Curriculum, High/Scope, or a locally developed
curriculum which address both age appropriate and individual needs of young
children.

Parental Involvement: Not required, but suggested.  Some districts have parents sign
contracts at intake regarding parent/teacher conferences, although none are
specifically required.

FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding on a formula basis.

State-appropriated Funds: $3.57 million (FY 1996)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

All programs complete end of the year reports noting growth of students.
Independent consultants visit some programs.  Sites using the Creative Curriculum
format assess children pre- and post-program.

For more information, contact:

Lani Urbatsch
8(g) Consultant
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
P.O. Box 94064, Capitol Station
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064
Phone:  504-342-8727
Fax:  504-342-5843
E-mail:  sbese@mail.doe.state.la.us

Website:



40

MMAAIINNEE

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Two-Year Kindergarten Head Start Supplement

HISTORY The State Early Elementary Advisory
Board was involved in developing
legislation for two-year kindergartens,
which passed in 1983.

Since 1985, the State has appropriated
funds to increase number of children
served by Head Start and equalize Head
Start services across state.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children must be 4 years old by October
15; enrollment is first-come, first-served

federal Head Start eligibility

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is half-day, 5 days/week for the
school year.

half-day and school day

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

784 (FY 1992)

[Note:  most recent data available]

300 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts only federal Head Start grantees, e.g., CAP
agencies and private non-profits

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education (DOE) Department of Community Services
(DCS)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 is recommended

Staff Qualifications:  Teachers must have
elementary teaching certificate or the new
birth to 5-year-olds specialist
certification.

Educational Program:  Curriculum is
matter of local control.

Parental Involvement:  No specific
requirements

Programs must meet Head Start
Performance Standards.

FUNDS Method of Funding:  School districts are
reimbursed, after the second year of
program operation, based on average
daily attendance through state aid
formula, which varies by poverty level of
district.

State-appropriated Funds:  $247,380 (FY
1997)

Method of Funding:  Funds are allocated
based on percentage of eligible children
served in each county; counties serving
fewer eligible children receive larger
grants; DCS requires local grantees to
provide 20% match for state funds.

State-appropriated Funds:  $2.3 million
(FY 1997)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Monitoring is conducted by the federal
regional office.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

For more information, contact:

Jaci Holmes Dianne Stetson
Early Childhood Consultant Office of Child Care and Head Start
Department of Education Department of Human Services
State House Station #146 State House Station #11
Augusta, ME  04333-0146 Augusta, ME  04333-0011
Phone:  207-287-3272 Phone:  207-287-5060
Fax:  207-287-5900 Fax:  207-287-5031
E-mail:  E-mail:  dianne.stetson@state.me.us

Website:
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MMAARRYYLLAANNDD

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Extended Elementary Education Program (EEEP)

HISTORY In 1979, the General Assembly appropriated funds based on a successful pilot
program authorized by a State Board of Education resolution.  The program targeted
for at-risk children in Baltimore and Prince George’s counties has now expanded to
include all 24 school districts.  The goal is school success, defined as meeting high
expectations of student performance.

The General Assembly recently passed the $62 million School Accountability Funds
for Excellence (SAFE) legislation targeting at-risk students K-12.  This total includes
an additional $4.3 million per year for EEEP through FY 2003, at which time the
effects of programs will be evaluated to determine future funding.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children must be 4 years old by December 31 of the enrollment year and living in the
attendance area of eligible schools, as defined by priority ranking using the following
criteria:  federal Free and Reduced Meal count, MD School Performance Assessment
Program Change Index, demographic data such as student mobility and family
literacy, lack of quality early childhood programs, and need for comprehensive
services.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 2.5 hours/day; 5 days/week; school year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

9,880 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts only

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education, Early Learning Section.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with class size of 20

Staff Qualifications: Teachers must have certification in early childhood education.
Aides must be high school graduates.

Educational Program:  Programs must meet the DOE standards for implementing
Quality PreK Programs, which are similar to NAEYC appropriate practice guidelines.
Curriculum varies among districts, but all are developmentally oriented and guided
by state standards.

Parental Involvement: Family and community members are actively involved in
school-based decisions
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FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding on a formula basis

State-appropriated Funds:  $19.2 million (FY 1998)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  Local school systems are required to submit a comprehensive plan
including the use of funds for Title I, state compensatory education funds, LEP
(limited English Proficiency) funds, and EEEP by September of each year.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

School systems must develop written philosophy for program and plan for
administration, evaluation, and modification.  State staff provide fiscal monitoring of
local programs four times per year.  Program supports occurs throughout the year.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

A self-appraisal form of evaluation is required of EEEP programs at least every three
years.  This is an accreditation process based on the Maryland Quality Standards for
Early Learning Programs and includes self-appraisal with validation (this can be done
in conjunction with NAEYC accreditation).

Statewide evaluation has shown that EEEP prekindergarten programs have a positive
effect on the participants' school performance through elementary and middle school.
The evaluation findings also suggest that participation in EEEP prekindergarten
programs significantly reduces the number of children identified as having disabilities
or placed in special education.

For more information, contact:

Rolf Grafwallner
Maryland State Dept. of Education
200 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, MD  20910
Phone:  410-767-0342
Fax:  410-333-2379
E-mail:  grafwallner_rolf/msde@msde.state.md.us

Website:  www.msde.state.md.us  (click on Facts & Data, then Fact Sheet 31 on EEEP)
  (for school improvment in Maryand, see:  www.mdk12.org)
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MMAASSSSAACCHHUUSSEETTTTSS

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Community Partnerships for Children Head Start Supplement

HISTORY The original program started in 1986 as part of the
Public School Improvement Act of 1985.  In 1992,
it was revised and became Community Partnerships
for Children (CPC) when additional funds were
appropriated for FY 1993. The goals are to 1)
increase access, affordability, quality,
comprehensiveness of early childhood programs,
and 2) create local systems of services through
collaboration.

Since 1988, the state has
appropriated funds for Head
Start.  The majority of these
funds support salary
enhancement supplements to
each grantee in the state.  The
remainder supports service
expansion of Head Start.

POPULATION
SERVED

Eligible children must be between 2.9 years and the
age of kindergarten eligibility in the school district
and have working parents (either full- or part-time)
earning under 100% of state median income.  (A
disabled parent is not required to work.)  Local
programs may set eligibility priorities within these
criteria.  All programs must serve, or be willing to
serve, children with disabilities (regardless of
whether the parent is employed).

federal Head Start eligibility

HOURS OF
OPERATION

The minimum is 2.5 hours/day, 3 days/week for the
school year.  Many programs are full working day
year-round.  At least 1/3 of children must be in full-
day, full-year programs.

per federal Head Start
requirements

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

15,300 (FY 1998) approx. 450 (FY 1998)

(This represents service
expansion.)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

The lead agency for a community -- a city, town(s)
or other geographic area – may be a public school, a
Head Start center, or a licensed child care center.
The lead agency subcontracts for services.  Head
Start programs, private child care programs, public
school preschools, community agencies, and family
child care providers are all encouraged to
participate in the collaborative network and all may
serve children funded by Community Partnerships
funds as long as they meet applicable standards.

federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education, Early Learning Services Department of Education,
Early Learning Services
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PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:9 with maximum class size of 18 if
programs are in Head Start; 1:10  with maximum
class size of 20 if programs are in child care; 2:15
with maximum class size of 15 if programs are in
public schools.

Staff Qualifications:  Teacher qualifications depend
on the setting and may range from CDA credential
to teacher certification in early childhood education.

Educational Program:  All programs must seek
NAEYC accreditation (family child care providers
must have/seek a CDA credential).  Those in public
schools must meet state preschool standards.  Head
Start, private child care and family child care must
be licensed.  All programs may use a formal
curriculum or develop their own; curriculum is a
local decision.  Public school curriculum
frameworks include PreK and may be used as
guidance, but these are not mandatory.

Parental Involvement: Parents are required on the
community council (the policy/oversight entity).
Most programs have a range of parent involvement,
family education and family support activities,
although none are specifically required.

Head Start Performance
Standards

FUNDS Method of Funding: Competitive grants with
priority given to cities and towns with high
concentrations of low-income working families
(majority of new funds).  The remainder is allocated
for grants to other communities to serve families
earning under 100% of State Median Income.

State-appropriated Funds:  $60 million (FY 1998)

Method of Funding: All Head
Start grantees receive an
award for the salary
supplement.  Expansion is
competitive grants based on
need.

State-appropriated Funds:
$6.8 million (FY 1998).

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  The state Early Childhood Advisory
Council to the Massachusetts State BOE oversees
and plans for CPC, and works with the state
Advisory Council to the Office of Child Care
Services.

Community Level:  A community partnership
council in each district (or multi-district
community) develops a plan for expanding and
improving preschool education maximizing the use
of existing resources.  Parents; early childhood
providers from the public schools, Head Start and
child care; and other stakeholders are required to be
members of the council.



46

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Each community council is responsible for
assessing community needs, monitoring the
progress of local programs toward meeting those
needs and overseeing quality.  Progress toward
accreditation is monitored closely as a measure of
success.  DOE sponsors ‘think tanks’ for
community councils and local partnership program
staff to focus on issues of mutual concern such as
needs assessment, subcontracting procedures.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Local programs are required to do an annual
evaluation of their own programs.  An evaluation of
Community Partnerships for Children by Tufts
University found that the program had improved
collaboration, improved quality (as demonstrated by
seeking or achieving accreditation), and served
many children who would not otherwise have
attended preschool.  The evaluation estimated that
for every state dollar invested as additional forty-
five cents of in-kind contributions were provided by
community programs and organizations.

For more information, contact:

Alice Barton
Department of Education
Early Learning Services
350 Main Street
Malden, MA  02148
Phone:  781-388-3300 x.354
Fax:  781-388-3394
E-mail:  abarton@doe.mass.edu

Website:  www.doe.mass.edu
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MMIICCHHIIGGAANN

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Michigan School Readiness Program.

HISTORY The program began in 1985 as a pilot.  The goal was and is to serve at-risk
preschoolers who are not eligible for Head Start, ensuring school readiness for 4-year
olds at risk of school failure.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are 4 years old (but not yet 5) on or before December 1 of program year
and who have at least two risk factors are eligible.  At least 50% of children served
must be low income.  There are 24 established risk factors related to school failure,
one is low income defined as eligible for free/reduced lunch or for the state’s Unified
Child Care subsidy program.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 2.5 hours/day, 4 days/week for 30 weeks/year in a classroom model.
The minimum in the home-based model is 30 home visits and 15 group meetings per
year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

21,085 (FY 1996)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts which may contract with private schools, community agencies,
Head Start centers, and child care centers.  In addition, grants are available to private
schools, community agencies, Head Start centers, child care centers and family child
care providers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education, Early Childhood Programs

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:8 with maximum class size of 18

Staff Qualifications:  A teacher must have either certification in early childhood
education, or a college degree with specialization in early childhood education, or an
associate degree in early childhood education and a CDA credential.  An associate
teacher must have either a CDA credential, or an associate degree in early childhood
education, or documented formal training equivalent to that required for the CDA.

Educational Program:  All programs must meet state child care licensing
requirements and follow Michigan Standards of Quality & Curriculum Guidelines.
The guidelines include sections on philosophy, curriculum, learning environment,
staff/parent involvement, community liaison, funding.

Parental Involvement:  Programs must have an advisory committee which includes
one parent per 18 children.  Two home visits and 2 parent-teacher conferences are
required.  At local option, other activities may be offered such as classroom
volunteering, workshops, parent education, etc.
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FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding on a formula basis for school district operated
programs accompanied by local needs assessment. Competitive grants for non-public
school agencies only.

State-appropriated Funds: $67 million (FY 1997)
ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  School districts applying for grant funds must establish
community advisory committee, which will be involved in planning and evaluating
program and provide opportunities for collaboration with and involvement of
community, voluntary and social service agencies and organizations.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Each program is required to submit a written report annually including a
comprehensive self-assessment using the ‘Program Quality Assessment.’  State Early
Childhood Education staff monitor competitive grant funded programs for fiscal and
programmatic purposes at least once in each three-year funding cycle.  About 10% of
school district programs are monitored each year.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An evaluation by High/Scope provided both extensive (at all sites) and intensive (5
sites) evaluation of programs and child outcomes.  Local follow-up of children is
requirement for all programs.  Early findings show program children are more
prepared for learning and more advanced developmentally at kindergarten entry than
peers not in the program.  High/Scope is conducting a long-term study of children
both locally and statewide (with comparison groups).

For more information, contact:

Lindy Buch
Early Childhood Programs
Michigan Department of Education
Office of Career, Curriculum, Technical and Adult Education Services
P.O. Box 30008
Lansing, MI  48909
Phone:  517-373-8483
Fax:  517-373-1233
E-mail:  BuchL@state.mi.us

Website:
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MMIINNNNEESSOOTTAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Learning Readiness Head Start Supplement

HISTORY The program began in 1991. The goal
is school readiness by providing all
eligible children with adequate
opportunities to participate in child
development programs that enable
them to enter school with the
necessary skills, behavior, family
stability, and support to succeed.

Since 1988, the Legislature has
appropriated state funds for Head Start to
expand service to more children.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children must be at least 3.5 years old
up to the age of school entry.
Referrals are made based on the
results of developmental screening
that all children receive.  Children
with greatest needs, as identified
through the screening process, receive
priority.

Children eligible for Head Start

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Program operate from 2-5 days per
week based on the decision of each
locality and needs of population.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

46,884 (FY 1997) 3,155 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts only federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Children, Families, and
Learning (CFL)

Department of Children, Families, and
Learning CFL

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with maximum class size
of 20

Staff Qualifications: Teacher
certification in early childhood
education or in parent education.

Educational Program: Programs are
encouraged to follow NAEYC
guidelines, or child care center rules,
but these are not in state guidelines.

must meet Head Start Performance
Standards
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Parental Involvement: Parents are
actively involved. Overall program
philosophy considers parents full
partners in their child’s development
and learning. Involving parents prior
to kindergarten encourages them to
play an active role in children’s
learning.

FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding
on a formula basis.

State-appropriated Funds: $10.3
million (FY 1997)

Method of Funding: Noncompetitive
funding based on a formula related to
several factors including unmet need.

State-appropriated Funds: $18.75 million
(FY 1997)  Up to 11% of total funds can, at
CFL discretion, be used for competitive
awards for innovative collaborative
projects; $1.75 million was set aside in FY
1998.

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  Each district’s
advisory group develops and submits
their initial plan to CFL (with review
by state Health Department).  A plan
update is submitted for approval every
two years.

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

In FY 1997, funds ($20,000) were
allocated to train teachers to use Work
Sampling System (WSS) of child
assessment.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

The effects of the program on
children’s development are evaluated
through ongoing use of the Work
Sampling System.  A special study
was conducted in 1997 of eight
Learning Readiness programs using
WSS data, parent interviews and
kindergarten teacher surveys.

For more information, contact:

Debbykay Peterson (for Learning Readiness) Julie Keller (for Head Start)
Early Childhood and Family Initiatives Early Childhood and Family Initiatives
Dept. of Children, Families and Learning Dept. of Children, Families and Learning
310 Capitol Square 310 Capitol Square
550 Cedar Street 550 Cedar Street
St. Paul, MN  55101 St. Paul, MN  55101
Phone:  651-296-1398 Phone:  651-296-1477
Fax:  651-296-5076 Fax:  651-282-6977
E-mail:  debbykay.peterson@state.mn.us E-mail:  julie.keller@state.mn.us

Website:  www.cfl.state.mn.us
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MMIISSSSOOUURRII

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Development, Education and Care Programs

HISTORY Legislation passed in 1998 establishes the Early Childhood Development, Education
and Care Fund to “give parents meaningful choices and assistance in choosing child
care and education arrangements that are appropriate for their families and to support
programs that prepare children to enter school ready to learn.”  The effective date of
the legislation is January 1999.  The ECDEC Fund receives funding from the Gaming
Commission Fund (state revenues from gambling fees).  The ECDEC Fund will
support ECDEC preschool programs.  The Fund will also support certificates for low-
income families (defined as below 185% of poverty) to purchase early childhood
development care and education; increased rates of child care subsidy reimbursement
for accredited programs; and certificates for low-income families with children under
age 3 who care for their children at home.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children are eligible for ECDEC preschool programs from birth to age of
kindergarten entrance.  The initial preschool programs will likely target 3- and 4-year
olds.  The legislation states that preference may be given for new programs, ones
targeted to areas of the state with high need, programs for children with special needs,
programs that offer non-traditional hours and/or serve high concentrations of low-
income families.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

To be determined

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

To be determined

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts and private agencies including community agencies, Head
Start centers, and child care centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and the Department of
Social Services (DSS)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios: To be determined

Staff Qualifications: To be determined

Educational Program: Programs funded through DSS are required to meet state child
care licensing requirements; those funded through DESE must commit to becoming
licensed within one year of receiving a grant.

Parental Involvement:  To be determined
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FUNDS Method of Funding:  60% of monies in the ECDEC Fund each year are to be
allocated for ECDEC preschool programs. Of that amount, 80% is appropriated to
DESE and 20% is appropriated to DSS. Funds will be distributed through competitive
grants.

State-appropriated Funds:  The annual total in the ECDEC Fund may be as much as
$17.4 million, subject to appropriation.

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  The possibility of creating a joint ECDEC advisory committee to assist
both departments is being discussed.

Community Level:  The legislation requires that community input into applications for
funding must be documented and that public school programs must establish a parent
advisory committee.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

The legislation requires DESE and DSS to conduct a 4-year evaluation study with
program and comparison groups to determine program impact and report the results
to the legislature.

For more information, contact:

Ruth Flynn
Director, Early Childhood Education
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
Box 480
Jefferson City, MO  65102
Phone:  573-751-2095
Fax:  573-522-5085
E-mail:  rflynn@mail.dese.state.mo.us

Website:
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NNEEBBRRAASSKKAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Projects

HISTORY Legislation established the early childhood projects in 1990, however funding was
not provided until 1992. The goal is to provide comprehensive child development and
parent education.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children are eligible from birth to age of school entrance (5 years old by October 15).
70% of the project funds are targeted to serve:  children who are Head Start eligible,
those with family income below 150% of federal poverty index, premature or low
birth weight children, and/or those with primary language other than English.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

The number of days per week and hours per day are local choice; however, center-
based programs must provide at least half-day.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

275 (FY 1996)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts or multi-county Educational Service Units in partnership with
community agencies, Head Start centers, and child care centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios: 1:10 with maximum class size of 20 for center-based programs

Staff Qualifications: Teacher certification in early childhood education or college
degree with specialization in early childhood education.

Educational Program: Projects are required to follow NAEYC accreditation criteria
and adhere to Nebraska’s Indicators of Quality. Programs are required to provide a
play-oriented learning environment which facilitates the optimal growth and
development of children with opportunities for age-appropriate learning experiences
through active involvement with people and materials.

Parental Involvement:  Programs are required to have a strong parent education
component which recognizes the central role of parents in their children’s
development and establishes working relationships with each parent.  At least 2 home
visits are required for center-based programs.

FUNDS Method of Funding: Competitive grants.  Currently ten projects are funded.

State-appropriated Funds: $500,000 (FY 1998)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  Projects are required to participate in existing early childhood
planning groups such as Nebraska Good Beginnings, Early Intervention Planning
Teams.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

The legislation requires an objective assessment of child progress.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An external evaluator is under contract to the state.

For more information, contact:

Harriet Egertson
Administrator, Office of Early Childhood Care and Education
Department of Education
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE  68509-4987
Phone:  402-471-6518
Fax:  402-471-0117
E-mail:  egertson@nde4.nde.state.ne.us

Website:  www.nde.state.ne.us/ECH/ECH.html
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NNEEWW  HHAAMMPPSSHHIIRREE

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Head Start Supplement

HISTORY Since 1988, the state Legislature has appropriated funds to maintain staff salaries at
competitive levels and maintain the transportation system in Head Start programs.  The
annual appropriation has remained at a constant amount for approximately five years.

POPULATION
SERVED

children who are Head Start eligible

HOURS OF
OPERATION

per Head Start Performance Standards

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

not applicable (supplements all Head Start agencies)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Governor’s Office of Energy and Community Services

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Head Start Performance Standards

FUNDS Method of Funding: Allocation is made through the Fuel Assistance grant to
Community Action Program (CAP) agencies for their Head Start program.

State-appropriated Funds: $230,000 (FY 1998)
ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:
ASSESSMENT OF

PROGRAM
PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

For more information, contact:

Ann Ringling
Head Start Collaboration Project Director
Department of Health and Human Services
Child Development Bureau
6 Hazen Drive
Concord, NH  03301-6505
Phone:  603-271-4454
Fax:  603-271-7982
E-mail:

Website:
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NNEEWW  JJEERRSSEEYY

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Preschool for
4-year-olds

Early Childhood Program Aid Head Start-like
Services

HISTORY The state school code
has permitted school
districts to offer
kindergartens for both
4- and 5-year-olds since
1903.  Permission to
count 4-year-olds at
100% of per pupil state
aid for reimbursement
began in the 1940s.

The Comprehensive Educational
Improvement Act of 1996 is the state’s
school funding law in response to the
school finance equity lawsuit (Abbott).
The Act established Early Childhood
Program Aid for the lowest wealth
school districts in the state to extend
part-day kindergartens to full-day for 5-
year-olds and to offer half-day preschool
to all resident 3- and 4-year olds. (This
replaced the state’s former
prekindergarten grant program,
GoodStarts.)

Since 1988, the state
has appropriated
funds to support
federal Head Start
programs in New
Jersey to offer
extended day
services and to
provide
comprehensive
Head-Start-like
services in
community-based
child care programs.

POPULATION
SERVED

Resident 4-year-olds
are eligible.  The
definition of the
population served is
local district option;
districts may establish
their own eligibility
criteria.  In districts
without specific
eligibility requirements,
age and residence are
the only criteria used
and children are served
on first-come, first-
served basis.

The 28 “Abbott” districts are required to
provide half-day preschool for all
resident 3- and 4-year-olds and full-day
kindergarten for all resident 5-year-olds.
ECPA funding became available to the
“Abbott” districts in the 1997-98 school
year.  Full implementation is required by
1999-00 for both programs.

Beginning with the 1997-98 school year,
other districts became eligible for
ECPA.  In 1997-98, there were 97
others, for a total of 125.  In 1998-99,
there are 108 districts eligible for ECPA,
for a total of 136.  These districts are
required to provide half-day preschool
for all resident 4-year-olds and full-day
kindergarten for all resident 5-year-olds.
Full implementation is required by the
2001-02 school year.

3- and 4-year-olds
whose family
income is below the
federal poverty and
whose parents need
extended day
services due to
work, or training or
education leading to
employment

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Local district decision The minimum for preschool is half-day,
5 days per week, for 180 days per year.

Minimum is 6.5
hours per day

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

2,873 (FY 1998)

[Note:  Total preschool-
aged children served
statewide in FY 1998
(school year 1997-98)
was 9,962.]

7,089 (FY 1998)

[Note:  Total preschool-aged children
served statewide in FY 1998 (school
year 1997-98) was 9,962.]

494 (FY 1998)
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ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts Public school districts may provide
preschool directly and/or may contract
with Head Start, licensed private non-
profits agencies, and licensed child care
centers.

federal Head Start
grantees and
community-based
child care agencies

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

State Department of
Education (DOE)

State Department of Education (DOE) Department of
Human Services,
Division of Family
Development

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:25

Staff Qualifications:
Teacher must have
elementary certificate
(N-8).  Teachers must
participate in same in-
service training
required of all public
school teachers.

Educational Program:
Curriculum developed
at local level and varies
by local objectives.

Parental Involvement:
Not required

Ratios:  The ‘Abbott’ districts are
required to have a maximum class size
of 15 with 1 teacher and 1 aide for
preschool.  For the other ECPA districts,
class size of 15 with 1 teacher is
recommended in the ECPA formula.

Staff Qualifications: Teacher must have
elementary certificate (N-8).
Professional development is required.

Educational Program:  Programs must
encourage collaboration with local child
care providers and be comprehensive,
providing supplementary health,
nutrition and social services.

Parental Involvement:  All programs
must include strong parent participation
component.

Head Start programs
must meet the Head
Start Performance
Standards.

Community-based
agencies must meet
the state child care
licensing
requirements.

FUNDS Method of Funding:
Preschool education aid
is reimbursed in the
year following
expenditure according
to state aid formula
based on enrollment.

State-appropriated
Funds:  not available2

Method of Funding:  School aid formula
based on enrollment and poverty level.

State-appropriated Funds:  $288 million
(FY 1998)

Method of Funding:
Competitive grants

State-appropriated
Funds: $1.4 million
(FY 1998)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:
Collaboration is
encouraged between the
DOE, the state
Department of Human
Services (DHS) and the
state Department of
Health and Senior
Services (DHSS).

Community Level:

State Level:  Collaboration is
encouraged between the DOE, the state
Department of Human Services (DHS)
and the state Department of Health and
Senior Services (DHSS).

Community Level:  Programs are
required to collaborate with local service
providers.

State Level:

Community Level:

                                                       
2 No dollar figure is available.  For comparison, note that in FY 1992, funding for this program was $9.5
million.  In FY 1997, $2.8 million in state funds was available for GoodStarts, the comprehensive early
childhood education grant program that operated from 1992 through 1997.  [ECPA replaced GoodStarts.]
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ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Oversight and
compliance monitoring
by DOE same as for all
other public school
programs.

Oversight and compliance monitoring by
DOE same as for all other public school
programs.

Contract compliance
and monitoring are
carried out by the
Division of Family
Development

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

For more information, contact:

Susan Saravalli Ph.D. George Kobil
Acting Director Administrative Analyst
Office of Educational Support Services Division of Family Development
Department of Education Department of Human Services
CN 500 Capital Center, CN 717
Trenton, NJ  08625-0500 Trenton, NJ 08625-0717
Phone:  609-292-5935 Phone:  609-631-4965
Fax:  609-633-9655 Fax:  609-588-3369
E-mail:  ssaraval@doe.state.nj.us E-mail:

Website: http://www.state.nj.us/njded/genfo/toc.htm
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NNEEWW  MMEEXXIICCOO

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Child Development Program

HISTORY In 1991, the legislature appropriated funds for collaborative child development
programs in communities to provide quality early care and education to young
children (ages birth to five years) and their families.  Programs are to meet the
developmental needs of children with appropriate practices and materials in schools,
community agencies and in the home.  Services may include child care and
development, parent education and family support, home visiting, health screening
and referral to related services.  Programs are meant to be collaboratively planned in
the community to address and fill gaps between and among other categorically
funded programs.  Program flexibility and community planning are meant to
encourage efficient use of state resources and attract community resources.3

POPULATION
SERVED

Children from birth to age 5 (and their parents) are eligible.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

There are no minimum hours of operation.  Program schedules vary depending on the
type of program, e.g., child care or parent education, and the needs of the child,
family and community.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

1,333 children and 1,433 families (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Programs may be offered by any public or community-based agency, including public
school districts, community agencies, Head Start centers, child care centers,
community colleges and state universities.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Children, Youth and Families Department, Office of Child Development (OCD)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  Programs must meet ratios in state child care licensing requirements.

Staff Qualifications: Depending on the program design, continuing child development
training is required.

Educational Program: Depending on the program design, programs are encouraged
to become accredited within 3 years.  (50% of current programs are accredited.)

Parental Involvement:  Parental involvement is strongly emphasized in all programs.
Support and development of parenting skills is a key objective of the overall program.

                                                       
3 For FY 1999, the Legislature has appropriated $5 million in state funds for Head Start grantees to serve
children of TANF recipients.
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FUNDS Method of Funding: Contracts are awarded based on a competitive application
process, subject to state appropriations.  Locations with high numbers of young
children and few available licensed early childhood program spaces receive
preference.

State-appropriated Funds:  $1.3 million (FY 1998)
ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  Programs must be collaboratively planned.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Programs are monitored on-site once or twice per year.  All programs do a self-
assessment using the Infant Toddler Rating Scale or the New Mexico Guide for
Preschool.  Program reviews and program outcomes are submitted in annual final
reports to the OCD.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An independent evaluation conducted in 1992 found that collaboration was working
at the community level, presence of well-trained early childhood personnel was
essential to positive outcomes for participants, and that ongoing mentoring,
monitoring and technical assistance were beneficial to programs.  In one program
using the Early Language Program (ELP) screening assessment, significant advances
in children’s overall language development were documented.

For more information, contact:

Judy Paiz
Office of Child Development
Children, Youth and Families Department
PO Drawer 5160
PERA Building, Room 215
Santa Fe, NM  87502-5160
Phone:  505-827-7689
Fax:  505-827-9957
E-mail:

Website:
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NNEEWW  YYOORRKK

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

New York State ‘Experimental’
Prekindergarten Program

New York State Universal
Prekindergarten Program

HISTORY In 1966, the Legislature established the
program to provide developmentally
appropriate programs to economically
disadvantaged 3- and 4-year-olds.

In 1997, the Legislature established the
program as part of an education
improvement bill.  The goal is universal
opportunity to access preschool
education for 4-year-olds in programs
that support family needs. Programs will
begin in the 1998-99 school year.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are 3- and 4-years-old and
whose families are economically
disadvantaged as defined by eligibility to
receive TANF, free/reduced lunch, food
stamps, Medicaid, unemployment or
disability compensation.

Children who are 4 years old are
eligible.  Beginning in school year 1999-
00, priority must be given to
economically disadvantaged children.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum of 2 ½ hours/day, and at least
12 hours/week for the school year

Minimum of 2 ½ hours/day for 180
days/year

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

19,000 (FY 1997) 19,009 (estimate for FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts and Boards of
Cooperative Educational Services
(BOCES) only

Local school districts, which must
contract a minimum of 10% and may
contract up to 100% of the program to
eligible community agencies including
Head Start, child care centers, nursery
schools, private schools and preschool
special education providers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

State Education Department State Education Department

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:8 with minimum class size of
16, up to 3:20 for maximum class size of
20.

Staff Qualifications: Teacher certification
in elementary education, or elementary
with the early childhood annotation; or
bilingual elementary or early childhood
education.

Ratios:  1:9 with class size of 18, up to
3:20 for class size of 20.

Staff Qualifications: In public schools,
teachers must have certification in
elementary education or elementary with
the early childhood annotation; or
bilingual elementary or early childhood
education.  Programs in other agencies
must meet the staff qualifications
requirements of those agencies (until
2001-2, when teachers must meet same
requirements as those in public schools).



62

Educational Program: Programs must
implement, according to state regulations,
a developmentally based curricula
appropriate for the ages and
developmental stages of the children.

Parental Involvement: Each program
must have a Parent Advisory Committee
that meets at least quarterly.  One home
visit by staff is required before child starts
program.

Educational Program:  Programs must
implement, according to state
regulations, developmentally and
culturally appropriate curricula for the
ages and developmental stages of the
children.

Parent Involvement:  Programs must
provide activities for parent participation
including: parent-staff conferences,
weekly communication and parent
meetings.

FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding on a
formula basis, with a minimum required
local match of 11%.

State-appropriated Funds: $50.2 million
(FY 1998)

Method of Funding:  School funding
based on needs-related formula

State-appropriated Funds: $67 million
(FY 1998)  The appropriation is
expected to rise to $500 million by 2003.

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

State Level:

Community Level: Each district must
appoint a PreK Policy Advisory board to
recommend whether and how the district
will implement PreK.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

State staff provide fiscal monitoring
annually and program monitoring on less
regular basis due to small number of staff
available.  Technical assistance is
available from state staff.
Districts are required to submit annual
final program reports to the state.

State staff provide fiscal monitoring
annually and program monitoring on less
regular basis due to small number of
staff available.  Technical assistance is
available from state staff.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An evaluation of the program showed
positive gains for children, reduced
special education placement and grade
retention, and increased parental
expectations for their children’s
educational success.

The Legislation requires an evaluation.

For more information, contact:

Cindy Gallagher
NY State Education Department
Child, Family and Community Services Team
381 EBA
Washington Avenue
Albany, NY  12302
Phone:  518-474-5807
Fax:  518-486-7290
E-mail:

Website:
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NNOORRTTHH  CCAARROOLLIINNAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Smart Start

HISTORY Smart Start, established in 1993 at the initiative of the Governor, joins state
government, community leaders and service providers together with families as
partners in providing and improving services for children ages birth to five.  The aim
is to provide early childhood education, health care and other critical services that
will ensure that all children enter school healthy and ready to succeed.

Smart Start expanded to serve 55 counties in 1997-98.  The remaining 45 counties
received planning grants in 1997-98.  The Governor is seeking expansion of services
to all 100 counties by January 1999.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children from birth to the age of kindergarten entry and their families

HOURS OF
OPERATION

There is no minimum.  Operations vary by local program option, which can include
family services, program improvement and enhancement, as well as direct services to
children.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

Since 1994, more than 100,000 children have been served in local programs
providing services to young children (e.g., early childhood programs, health services,
parent services, child care staff training, and other program enhancements).

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Agencies eligible to provide early childhood services include community
organizations, child care centers, family child care homes, Head Start programs,
public school districts, developmental day programs and community colleges.  Each
county forms a local nonprofit Partnership for Children that receives state funds,
plans and oversees local Smart Start programs, and awards grants for services.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

North Carolina Partnership for Children, a private nonprofit organization created by
legislation in 1993, administers Smart Start under contract to the Division of Child
development of the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Quality standards are applied and monitored in relation to the nature of the service
provided at the community level.  There are no specific Smart Start standards.

Ratios:
Staff Qualifications:
Educational Program:
Parental Involvement:

FUNDS Method of Funding: Needs-based allocations are made to county-level Partnerships
for Children, which award grants to community agencies based on approved service
plans.

State-appropriated Funds: $93 million (FY 1998) for Smart Start overall.  The
Governor has requested an additional $57 million for 1998-99.
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  The North Carolina Partnership for Children reviews and approves or
disapproves county service plans in consultation with appropriate state agencies and
organizations.

Community Level:  Local Partnership boards, which include specified members,
prepare an annual service delivery plan based on assessment of the needs of the
community.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

The North Carolina Partnership has legislative responsibility for program
performance and is currently developing performance standards for program as well
as organizational and administrative performance.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

The Frank Porter Graham Child Development Center of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill has been responsible for state-wide evaluation of Smart Start
from 1993 until the present.  Among many positive results, the evaluation has shown
that more children are receiving child care and that the quality of child care has
improved.  Local Smart Start Partnerships are conducting county-level and agency-
level evaluations of local programs.  Both statewide and local evaluation of Smart
Start are expected to continue.

For more information, contact:

Karen Ponder
Program Director
North Carolina Partnership for Children
1100 Wake Forest Road, Suite 300
Raleigh, NC  29604
Phone:  919-821-7999
Fax:  919-821-8050
E-mail:  kponder@smartstart-nc.org

Website:
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Public School Preschool Ohio Head Start

HISTORY Based on the success of pilot programs beginning in 1986, the Legislature established
the public school preschool in 1990. The Ohio Head Start Association and state
education department worked together with advocates (Children’s Defense Fund-
Ohio) to convince the legislature of the benefits of early childhood education. The
program goals are school readiness and social competence.  The state’s funding to
supplement federal Head Start began in 1990.  Ohio’s overall early childhood policy
goal is to ensure that all low-income 3- and 4-year old children in Ohio have access to
high quality preschool education in either Head Start, public school preschool or child
care.

POPULATION
SERVED

3- through 4-year-olds whose family
income is below 185% of poverty level.

3- through 4-year-olds whose family
income is below 100% of poverty level.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Vary by site; a minimum of 3 hours per
day is required.  (Wrap around services
may be provided through collaborative
arrangements with child care providers
to extend the day to school day or to full
working day, and year round.)

Vary by site; must meet Head Start
Performance Standards.  (Wrap around
services may be provided through
collaborative arrangements with child
care providers to extend the day to school
day or to full working day, and year
round.)

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

7,655 (FY 1997) 20,899 (FY 1997) with state funds

33,429  (FY 1997) with federal funds

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may
contract with Head Start, licensed child
care centers, or other service providers.

Federal Head Start grantees and Ohio
Head Start grantees.

Ohio Head Start grantees may be delegate
agencies of federal or Ohio Head Start,
other public agencies including schools,
or nonprofit community agencies such as
child care centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Ohio Education Department (ODE) Ohio Education Department (ODE)



66

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  2:17

Staff Qualifications: Teacher
certification in early childhood
education or Early Childhood Specialist
license.

Educational Program: Programs must
provide comprehensive services in
accordance with Head Start Performance
Standards and must meet state child care
licensing requirements.

Parental Involvement: Modeled on Head
Start Performance Standards.  One day
per week is set aside for parent
involvement programs.

Ratios:  2:17 (same as for Head Start
Performance Standards)

Staff Qualifications: CDA (same as for
Head Start Performance Standards)

Educational Program: Programs must
meet Head Start Performance Standards
and state child care licensing
requirements.

Parental Involvement: Same as Head
Start Performance Standards

FUNDS Method of Funding:  Funding for
continuing programs is a non-
competitive allocation (no formula).

State-appropriated Funds:  $17.7
million annually ($35.4 for the 1998-99
Biennium)

Method of Funding: Competitive grants
for continuing programs and for
expansion; prospective grantee must
demonstrate management, staff and fiscal
capacity.

State-appropriated Funds: $90.6 million
annually ($181.3 for the 1998-99
Biennium)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  State planning is done by
Ohio Family and Children First
Initiative through the Early Childhood
Coordination Committee.

Community Level:  Local planning is
done through local Family and Children
First Councils.

State Level:  State planning is done by the
Ohio Family and Children First Initiative
through the Early Childhood
Coordination Committee (which includes
the Head Start-State Collaboration
Project).

Community Level:  Local planning is
done through local Family and Children
First Councils.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

ODE is required to conduct one on-site
review per year to monitor income
eligibility and compliance with Head
Start Performance Standards.  In
addition, programs receive 2 visits
annually to monitor compliance with
preschool or child care licensing rules.

ODE is required to conduct one on-site
visit for review and monitoring of the
Head Start program annually.  These are
conducted as joint monitoring visits with
federal regional staff every 3 years.  In
addition, programs receive 2 visits
annually to monitor compliance with
preschool or child care licensing rules.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

State legislation passed in June of 1997 charged the ODE to develop outcome-based
measures to effectively demonstrate the progress of children enrolled in early
childhood programs.  The Division of Early Childhood Education designed an
accountability program, called Early Indicators of Success, to be implemented in the
1998-99 school year.  Preschool demographic data and baseline information will be
collected through a computerized system.  Children’s progress will be documented in
an educational information management system; aggregate results will be reported
annually.  Target levels for critical performance indicators will be formulated and
prescribed based on this experience.
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For more information, contact:

Jane Wiechel
Director, Division of Early Childhood Education
Department of Education
65 South Front Street, Room 309
Columbus, OH 43215-4183
Phone:  614-466-0224
Fax:  614-728-2338
E-mail:  ece_weichel@al.ode.ohio.gov

Website:
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OOKKLLAAHHOOMMAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Four-Year-Old
Program

Head Start Supplement

HISTORY In 1980, funds were appropriated by
legislation for the education of 4-year
olds in public schools.  Research by Lazar
and others on long term beneficial effects
of early childhood education was a factor.
The program is directed toward
developmentally appropriate objectives
for 4-year-olds.  In 1998, the Legislature
expanded the program to all children, not
just those in poverty.

Since 1993, the state Legislature has
appropriated funds for Head Start.  The
original purpose was to help Community
Action Agencies (CAA) match federal
funds for Head Start.  Currently, the
purpose is to extend the day and year,
enhance existing services and expand to
serve more and/or younger children.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children must be 4-years-old by
September 1st.

Head Start eligible children

HOURS OF
OPERATION

For half-day programs, the minimum is
2.5 hours/day, 5 days/week, for the school
year.  For full-day programs, the
minimum is 6 hours per day, 5 days per
week for the school year.

per Head Start requirements

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

8,000 (FY 1997) 387 (FY 1997)

[This represents state-funded expansion
only.]

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts may operate the
program directly and may contract with
Head Start centers and child care centers.

federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

State Department of Education (SDE) Department of Commerce

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  For a class size of 20 students,
there must be one teacher and one teacher
assistant.

Staff Qualifications: Teachers must have
certification in early childhood education.

Educational Program: All programs must
follow standards established by SDE for
early childhood education programs. The
educational program for 4-year olds must
offer a learning environment that provides
for individual and group learning
experiences, and is equipped with

Head Start Performance Standards
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appropriate furniture, equipment,
materials and supplies sufficient to meet
the needs of children in the class.  There
must be restrooms that will accommodate
4-year-olds and a playground area that is
accessible and safe.

Parental Involvement: Programs must
encourage family involvement to support
the child’s education experience.

FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding on a
formula basis

State-appropriated Funds:  $4 million
(FY 1997).

Method of Funding: Grants are awarded
to CAAs on an allocation formula based
on enrollment and county poverty levels.
Non-CAA Head Start grantees may
receive funds through a CAA.  Currently
20 of 21 grantees in the state receive
funds.

State-appropriated Funds:  $3.6 million
(FY 1998)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Participating children receive ongoing
assessments.  DOE Regional
Accreditation Officers provide fiscal and
program monitoring annually to district
programs.

Dept. of Commerce contracts with
OACAA to provide training and
technical assistance for programs to
conduct self-assessment.  Dept. of
Commerce monitors programs and
requires annual outcome evaluations.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

None at state level

For more information, contact:

Dr. Ramona Paul Ruby Thompson
Asst. State Superintendent Head Start Program Manager
Department of Education Oklahoma Assoc. of Community Action Agencies
2500 N. Lincoln Blvd., #116 2915 Classen Boulevard, Suite 215
Oklahoma City, OK  73105-4599 Oklahoma City, OK  73106
Phone:  405-521-4311 Phone:  405-524-4124
Fax:  405-521-6205 Fax:  405-524-0863
E-mail:  ramona_paul@mail.sde.state.ok.us E-mail:  rubyjthomp@aol.com

Website:  http://sde.state.ok.us http://www.okacaa.org



70

OORREEGGOONN

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Oregon Head Start Prekindergarten

HISTORY In 1987, the legislature established the program.  The Head Start Association took the
lead in advocating for the legislation. The goal is to provide comprehensive services
to 3- and 4-year old children from low income families by adoption of federal Head
Start Performance Standards for the state-funded program..

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are between 3-years-old and kindergarten entry and have family
incomes below 100% of federal poverty level, including children with disabilities.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Varies by site from half-day to full-day, for the school year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

1,701 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts (which may contract), as well as community agencies, Head
Start centers, child care centers, community colleges and state universities.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 for 4-year-olds with class size of 20; 2:17 for 3-year olds

Staff Qualifications: CDA credential

Educational Program: Head Start Performance Standards

Parental Involvement:  Head Start Performance Standards
FUNDS Method of Funding: Competitive grants to applicants who can meet federal Head

Start Performance Standards and show needs through a community assessment.

State-appropriated Funds:  $31.5 million for the 1997-99 biennium (approximately
$15.75 million per year)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  The Department is planning for expansion sufficient to reach 34% of
eligible children by 1999.

Community Level: Local programs are planning for expansion.
ASSESSMENT OF

PROGRAM
PERFORMANCE

State staff conduct on-site program reviews with federal regional Head Start staff.
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EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Evaluations are done by individual programs, with no overall comparisons.

For more information, contact:

Anita McClanahan
Early Childhood Program Coordinator
Office of Student Services
Department of Education
Public Service Building, 255 Capitol St. NE
Salem, OR  97310
Phone:  503-378-5585 x.665
Fax:  503-373-7968
E-mail:  anita.mcclanahan@state.or.us

Website:
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Education Aid for Kindergarten for Four-Year-Olds

HISTORY The state began funding PreK students in 1965.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are 4 years old; eligibility is based on first-come, first-served (school
districts may establish other criteria at their discretion).

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Local option

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

2,979 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Local school districts

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education (DOE)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  Same as kindergarten

Staff Qualifications:  Same as kindergarten; DOE (N-3) certification

Educational Program:  Curriculum is not mandated, but is regulated at local level.
PreK curriculum is developed, monitored, and reviewed through process used for
other district programs.

Parental Involvement:  Local option
FUNDS Method of Funding:  Funds are available after first year of operation; children served

are included in the districts’ total student count for state aid.  The aid formula is used
to determine reimbursement based on enrollment in the previous year.

State-appropriated Funds:  $5.7 million (FY 1998)
ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:
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ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

For more information, contact:

Barbara Nelson
Chief, Division of Subsidy Data and Administration
Pennsylvania Department of Education
333 Market St.
Harrisburg, PA  17126-0333
Phone:  717-787-5423
Fax:  717-772-4106
E-mail:

Website:
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Investment Fund Head Start Supplement

HISTORY In 1997, within a larger school improvement
bill, the Legislature established state aid for
local school districts to design early childhood
programs in response to family needs.
Districts may offer prekindergarten, before
and after school care, extended day
kindergarten, parent education and family
support programs through family centers,
and/or reduce class sizes in the elementary
grades.  In 1998, the legislature amended the
bill (effective FY 1999 and thereafter) to
establish a 3% set aide for early childhood and
require school districts to submit an early
childhood plan to the Department of
Education (DOE) for approval.  Funds may be
used for direct services and to purchase
materials and equipment for children.

Since 1986, the legislature has
appropriated funds for Head Start.
The original purpose was to supply
the cash match required to receive
the federal Head Start funds.
Expansion of services was an
additional purpose.  The state funds
are used by Head Start programs to
match either federal funds for Head
Start or federal funds for Medicaid.
The Medicaid funding supports
Head Start programs as providers of
targeted case management services.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children from birth to age 10 and their
families are eligible.  Priority is for families
most in need, with need determined locally.

federal Head Start eligibility

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Local option per Head Start Performance
Standards

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

280 (FY 1998) 400 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Local school districts, which may contract
with DOE-approved private preschool
programs, licensed child care centers and
Head Start.

federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education Rhode Island Department of Human
Services
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PROGRAM
STANDARDS

PreKindergarten programs operated by school
districts are not required to be approved.
Programs operated by private preschools must
be approved by DOE; programs operated by
child care centers must be licensed by the
Department of Children, Youth and Families;
Head Start programs must meet the Head Start
Performance Standards.

Ratios:  1:10 with a maximum class size of 20
is recommended by the DOE Preschool
Standards.

Staff Qualifications:  DOE requires preschool
teachers to have a bachelors degree and early
childhood certification (PreK or Birth to
Grade 2) and recommends that teachers have a
bachelors degree in early childhood
education/child development.

Educational Program:  DOE recommends
that programs follow NAEYC guidelines and
strongly encourages accreditation.  Financial
support for accreditation is available through
the DOE’s Keys to Quality project.

Parental Involvement:  Parent involvement is
an essential element in the DOE Preschool
Standards.

per Head Start Performance
Standards

FUNDS Method of Funding:  State aid to local school
districts on a formula basis.

State-appropriated Funds:  $3.6 million (FY
1998)

Method of Funding:  Grant awards
directly to each federal Head Start
grantee based on total number of
children served

State-appropriated Funds:  $1.9
million (FY 1998)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

The school improvement legislation requires
that all children in the state be assessed in
writing in grade 3, reading and math in grade
4, and health in grade 5.  The results of the
assessments must be reported to the
Legislature annually.

The federal regional office monitors
programs for compliance with Head
Start Performance Standards.
Programs submit quarterly reports
to the state DHS on progress toward
meeting program-defined
objectives.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM



76

For more information, contact:

Charlotte Diffendale  Larry Pucciarelli
Early Childhood Specialist Department of Human Services
Department of Education Louis Pasteur Building
255 Westminster Street 57 Howard Ave.
Providence, RI  02903 Providence, RI  02920
Phone:  401-222-4600 x.2180 Phone:  401-464-3071
Fax:  401-222-4979 Fax:  401-464-1876
E-mail:  charld@ride.ri.net E-mail:  lpucciar@gw.dhs.state.ri.us

Website:  instruct.ride.ri.net/RIDE1/list
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Program

HISTORY In 1984, the Legislature established the program as part of the Education
Improvement Act to address academic deficiencies in 4-year old children and prepare
them for kindergarten and first grade.  The legislation and its goal of school readiness
was renewed in 1993.4

POPULATION
SERVED

Children must be 4 years old on or before September 1 of the program year.  Priority
is given to students with defined academic deficiencies or English as a second
language.  Each district screens children and then enrolls children who are the most
needy according to the priorities (up to the number for which the district has received
funding).  The DIAL_R screening instrument is used in most districts.  Districts may
use other criteria such as eligibility for free/reduced lunch, age of the mother (teen
parent), structure of the family (single parent or number of children).

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 2.5 hours/day, 5 days/week for 180 days/year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

15,397 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which may contract with Head Start centers or programs
funded by the federal Child Care and Development Block Grant

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 (1 teacher and 1 aide) with maximum class size of 20

Staff Qualifications:  Teachers must have certification in early childhood education or
provisional certification based on a college degree with specialization in early
childhood education.  Aides must have a high school diploma or equivalent.

Educational Program: All programs must meet the defined minimum regulations of
the Department of Education. Each district determines its curriculum based on needs
of students.

Parent Involvement: Each school district must have a parent education component as
part of the program; each district has parent volunteers.  Other requirements/criteria
are determined and defined locally.

                                                       
4 In 1995, the state Legislature passed Act 135 (Early Childhood Intervention) giving school districts
discretionary funds to serve children from 3-years-old through 3rd grade.  The appropriation for Act 135 for FY
1999 is $110 million.  It is not known whether or how many 3- and 4-year-olds may be served under Act 135.
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FUNDS Method of Funding:  Funding is distributed to school districts on a formula basis.
Since 1995, the funding formula has been based on the number of children in 1st

grade who test not ready on the CSAB.  Previously, the funding formula was based
on the number of 4-year-olds served.

State-appropriated Funds:  $22.3 million (FY 1998)
ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  If a local advisory committee on early childhood exists, the
district must consult with it to plan the program based on identified needs and
resources of the community.  If a local committee does not exist, the district may
collaborate with local early childhood programs such as Head Start to identify local
needs and resources.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Each program must provide assurances endorsed by the superintendent that it is
meeting state standards.  State DOE staff from the Office of Organizational
Development provide on-site fiscal and program monitoring visits and offer
professional development workshops for staff throughout the year.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Programs are evaluated locally.  All districts must participate in evaluation efforts
coordinated by the DOE Office of Research which tracks program participants
through 3rd grade.

For more information, contact:

Carolyn Donges
Office of Standards and Professional Development
Department of Education
1429 Senate Street, Room 602B
Columbia, SC  29201
Phone:  803-734-8364
Fax:  803-734-5953
E-mail:

Website:
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Pilot Program

HISTORY In 1996, the Legislature established a pilot preschool program.  Funds were
appropriated for pilots in 1998.  The purpose of the program is to serve low-income
3- and 4-year-old children and others at risk because of disabilities, abuse or neglect;
to promote collaborative efforts to expand quality services; and to address the needs
of FamiliesFirst (welfare reform) parents who require quality care and education for
their preschool children.

POPULATION
SERVED

3- and 4-year-old children who are eligible for Head Start but are not being served
due to inadequate capacity

HOURS OF
OPERATION

The minimum educational program is 5 ½ hours per day; programs must offer
extended hours (up to 12 hours per day, year round) for any parent who is working
and/or in school.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

600 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, Head Start programs, not-for-profit child care centers,
institutions of higher education, and not-for-profit community agencies are eligible.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:8 for 3-year-olds with a maximum class size of 18; 1:10 for 4 year-olds
with a maximum class size of 20

Staff Qualifications:  Teachers must be certified (PreK through Grade 3).  Other
adults required to meet the ratios must have a CDA credential.

Educational Program:  At least 5 ½ hours per day of developmentally appropriate
curriculum must be provided.  Each program is expected to serve as a model early
care and education program and a training site for other programs’ staff.

Parent Involvement:  Parent involvement component is required.  All programs are
strongly encouraged to affiliate with one of the 104 state-funded Family Resource
Centers.

FUNDS Method of Funding: Competitive grants through an RFP process.

State-appropriated Funds:  $3.1 million (FY 1998)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  The statewide TENNKIDS Initiative is the interdepartmental planning
effort that includes higher education and local child-oriented agencies to develop a
comprehensive plan and implementation strategies.  TENNKIDS was introduced by
the Governor’s Summit on Tennessee’s Children in 1998.

Community Level: Local agencies are part of TENNKIDS.
ASSESSMENT OF

PROGRAM
PERFORMANCE

An assessment system will be selected by each grantee.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An evaluation will be conducted based on children’s readiness for school and long
term school success.

For more information, contact:

Jan Bushing
Department of Education
Andrew Johnson Tower, 6th Floor
710 James Robertson
Nashville, TN  37243-0375
Phone:  615-741-0345
Fax:  615-741-6236
E-mail:  jbushing@mail.state.tn.us

Website:
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Public School PreKindergarten

HISTORY In 1984, the PreKindergarten program was mandated by the Legislature to serve high-
risk 4-year olds. The goal was to break the debilitating cycle of costly remediation
and school failure in later grades by building a solid foundation of school successes
among 4-year-olds.

POPULATION
SERVED

Districts must offer PreK if  there are at least 15 eligible 3- and 4-year-olds.  Children
must be at least 3 years old on or before September 1 of the program year, and either
unable to speak or comprehend English, educationally disadvantaged (i.e., eligible for
free/reduced lunch program), or homeless.  Four-year-olds have first priority,
although 3-year-olds may be served.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 3 hours/day for the full school year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

120,053 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, which by law may contract with private entities (such as Head
Start and child care centers) to operate the PreK program.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Texas Education Agency (TEA)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  No requirements.  (The Legislature revoked the authority of the TEA and
State Board to set requirements or adopt guidelines for the PreK program.
Previously, class size was limited to 22.  The Commissioner has written to districts
encouraging them to maintain class size at 22 children.)

Staff Qualifications: Teachers must hold certification with an early childhood
education or a kindergarten endorsement.

Educational Program: Developmentally appropriate practice based on NAEYC
guidelines is encouraged.  Guidelines called “Essential Elements for PreK” were
developed at state level by a committee of professional educators.  The document is
based on current research in child development, early childhood education, and first
and second language acquisition.  It identified sound, proven practices to foster
social/emotional, intellectual, aesthetic, and physical development in children.
Districts are still encouraged to follow these guidelines.

Parental Involvement: No requirements, although parent involvement is an agency-
wide objective for all programs at the TEA.
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FUNDS Method of Funding: School funding on a formula basis.

State-appropriated Funds:  $145 million (FY 1997)5

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Although the State Board of Education establishes program and curriculum standards
and monitors program implementation for all programs, the Legislature revoked their
authority to do so for PreK.  The TEA continues to accredit public schools.
Accreditation includes all programs operating in a district, including PreK.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

A five-year evaluation study was conducted by the TEA from 1989 through 1994.
The study included a statewide survey in two of the years and in all five years, case
studies, self study and a longitudinal evaluation.  The findings show that PreK
participants were less likely to be retained in grade or placed in special education and
more likely to be reading on grade level than children who did not attend PreK.

For more information, contact:

Cami Jones
Director of Early Childhood Education
Division of Curriculum and Professional Development
Texas Education Agency
1701 North Congress Ave
Austin, TX  78701
Phone:  512-463-9581
Fax:  512-463-8057
E-mail:

Website:

                                                       
5 The latest edition of Map and Track reported that Texas spent $239 million for FY 1996 on its PreK program.
That figure included local funds.  The amount reported here includes state funds only.
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VVEERRMMOONNTT

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Education Initiative

HISTORY In 1987, the Legislature established the program in response to concern that some
children were “falling between cracks” and not ready for kindergarten. The goal was
to ensure kindergarten readiness for children and to increase parent involvement.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are 3- and 4-years-old primarily (others can be served as space
permits).  To qualify, a child must have risk factors such as:  developmental delay (6
months +), abuse and neglect, English as a second language, social isolation, behavior
disorders, or family income below 185% of federal poverty guidelines.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Varies by site (no minimum)

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

1,138 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts, child care centers, Head Start programs, community agencies
and state-funded Parent-Child Centers.

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  1:10 with maximum class size of 18

Staff Qualifications: The teacher must have the highest qualifications required in the
environment of that particular grantee, e.g., CDA, college degree in early childhood
education.  If program is based in a public school, the teacher would need to be
certified in early childhood education.

Educational Program:  All programs must meet the Core Standards for Center-Based
Programs in Vermont (Core Connections Model).  Curriculum guidance is offered
through the Standards-based Curriculum designed with an explicit focus on Vermont
standards; all students have access to and demonstrate attainment of the knowledge
and skills identified in the standards.  Curriculum models in use include but are not
limited to:  Creative Curriculum, Reggio philosophy, High/Scope, Montessori, etc.

Parental Involvement: Two home visits are required.  Parent involvement
opportunities are encouraged including decision-making on advisory boards.

FUNDS Method of Funding: Competitive Grants based on needs of community served by the
program and degree of collaboration with other community providers.

State-appropriated Funds: $1.3 million (FY 1998)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Programs are assessed through a peer review process.  All programs make an annual
report of activities.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

A longitudinal examination of EEI graduates began in 1993, focusing on the
program’s impact on special education services, use of Chapter 1 services, academic
performance, grade retention and social competence.

For more information, contact:

James Squires
Early Childhood Education Consultant
Vermont Department of Education
120 State Street
Montpelier, VT  05445
Phone:  802-828-3892
Fax:  802-828-3146
E-mail:  jsquires@doe.state.vt.us

Website:
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Virginia Preschool Initiative

HISTORY The program began in 1995 as a legislative initiative to serve at-risk children who are
eligible for but unserved by Head Start .

POPULATION
SERVED

Children must be 4 years old by September 30th of the program year and have at risk
factors.  Each program determines the educational and/or economic risk factors on
which eligibility requirements are based.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is school day, 5 days/week for the school year.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

5,586 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts and government entities (localities), which may contract with
private schools, community agencies, Head Start centers, and child care centers.  (Of
the 68 projects operating in 1997, ten were operated by organizations other than
public schools.)

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education.

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios: 1:8 with maximum class size of 16

Staff Qualifications: Law requires “qualified staff” which means the teacher must
have the highest qualifications required in the environment of that particular grantee,
e.g., CDA, college degree in early childhood education, courses in early childhood
education.  If program is based in a public school, the teacher would need to be
certified in early childhood education.

Educational Program: All programs must meet state child care licensing
requirements as a minimum. The localities’ choice of curriculum guidelines is
included each year in the grantee plan submitted to the state for approval.

Parental Involvement:  All programs must conduct at least 1 home visit per year.
Parental involvement is required and grantees must include a description of the
requirements in their yearly plan submitted to the state for approval.

FUNDS Method of Funding: Funding according to a non-competitive allocation is available to
localities (government entities or school districts) with documented unserved 4-year-
olds.

State-appropriated Funds: $23.6 million (FY 1997)
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ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:  Each locality must establish a Planning Team including parents
and local representatives of public departments of health, social services and mental
health.

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Programs are required by law to conduct child assessments and program evaluation
each year.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

Request for appropriation to conduct a statewide program evaluation is submitted
annually but has not yet been funded.

For more information, contact:

Jenna Clayton
Early Childhood Specialist
Department of Education
PO Box 2120
Richmond, VA  23218-2120
Phone:  804-786-2102
Fax:  804-786-1703
E-mail:  jclayton@pen.k12.va.us

Website: www.pen.k12.va.us
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Early Childhood Education and Assistance
Program (ECEAP)

Head Start
Supplement

HISTORY In 1985, the Legislature established the ECEAP
program, with support from the Business Roundtable,
which made early childhood education reform its top
priority after a review of economic development and
workforce issues.  The goal is to assist eligible
children with educational, social, health, nutritional,
and cultural development to enhance their opportunity
for success in the common school system.

Since 1968, the state has
appropriated some funding
to meet match requirements
for federal Head Start.

POPULATION
SERVED

4-year olds (and with specific approval, a small
number of 3-year olds).  Family income must be at or
below 100% of the federal poverty level.  Priority is
for children at risk of school failure for reasons such
as low family income, child abuse or neglect,
homelessness, developmental disabilities/special
needs, limited English proficiency.

children eligible for Head
Start

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is 10 hours/week in activities, over 3 or
more days/week, for at least 32 weeks per year.

per Head Start Performance
Standards

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

7,915 (FY 1998) 11,948 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts (which may subcontract) and
community agencies, child care centers, Head Start
centers, in-home child care providers who are
supervised, local governments, community and
technical colleges.

federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Community, Trade and Economic
Development, Community Services Division,
Children’s Services Unit.

Department of Community,
Trade and Economic
Development, Community
Services Division,
Children’s Services Unit.
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PROGRAM
STANDARDS

(Note:  During FY 1999, ECEAP will be
implementing a demonstration year of revised
program standards.  Following are based on the
revised standards.)

Ratios: 1:6 with class size of 18

Staff Qualifications: A four-year college degree in
early childhood education or child development and a
minimum of 2 years of successful work experience in
a preschool, child care or kindergarten setting.

Educational Program: Programs must meet state
program performance standards, which are similar to
federal Head Start Performance Standards. Programs
are required to have a developmentally appropriate,
child-centered focus with limited teacher-directed
activities. Curriculum is developed at the local level
with teacher and parent input. No curriculum
prescribed, although many programs incorporate
High/Scope, emergent and Creative Curriculum.

Parental Involvement: Parent involvement is the best
practice, but not mandated. It is required for the policy
council to include parents in decision-making roles.
Programs hold monthly parent meetings.  Family
support principles are incorporated throughout the
revised standards.

federal Head Start
Performance Standards

FUNDS Method of Funding: Renewal of funding applications
for 36 contractors.  Awards are negotiated on a cost-
per-child basis, with additional funding for training,
parent empowerment, one-time costs, and longitudinal
study costs.  Funds are provided through a biennial
contract.

State-appropriated Funds: $29 million (FY 1998)

State-appropriated Funds:
$470,000 (FY 1997)

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:  Continued collaboration with state
agencies such as Department of Social & Human
Services, Head Start State Collaboration Project,
WorkFirst child care, federal region emphasizes
integrating with new or existing child care sites.  The
Department is seeking an enhancement request to
fund 100 slots of full-day, full-year programming.
During FY 1999 the revised ECEAP Performance
Standards are being implemented as a demonstration.

Community Level: Local programs continue to
collaborate on integrating ECEAP with new or
existing child care sites and provide feedback to the
state on the revised Performance Standards.

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

A process of self-assessment is completed by staff,
administrators, and parents at the local level, every 4
years. It is forwarded to the state office and used in
on-site program reviews, conducted every 4 years.

monitoring by the federal
regional office
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EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

An on-going ECEAP Longitudinal Study is now in its
9th year, and this year will include data collection
from adolescents currently in the 7th grade.  Findings
several years beyond the program year indicate that
children who participated make greater academic
progress than non-participants and report enjoying
school more than those in the control group.  The
parents of participants rate being involved in their
children’s activities in and out of school higher than
parents of non-participants

For more information, contact:

Pama Joyner (interim contact)
Early Childhood Education Assistance Program
Children’s Services Unit
Dept. of Community, Trade and Economic Development
PO Box 48300
Olympia, WA  98504-8300
Phone:  360-586-0496
Fax:  360-586-0489
E-mail:  pamaj@cted.wa.gov

Website:  http://www.wa.gov/cted/waeceap/
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WWEESSTT  VVIIRRGGIINNIIAA

NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

Kindergarten for 4-year olds

HISTORY The state school code was revised in 1983 to permit local county school boards to
establish prekindergarten programs for children under 5, but no specific state funds
have been appropriated to date.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are under 5 years old and not eligible for kindergarten.  Eligibility
determination is left to district discretion.

HOURS OF
OPERATION

No minimum schedule is required; this is a local decision.

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

2,500 (FY 1998)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Public school districts

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education (DOE)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  Local decision

Staff Qualifications:  Teacher must be certified in elementary education.

Educational Program:  Local decision

Parental Involvement:  Local decision
FUNDS Method of Funding:  Funds are part of regular education aid (state does not allocate

specific funding for 4-year-olds)

State-appropriated Funds:  $5.8 million (FY 1998)  A financing implementation plan
is being developed by an interagency Study Commission on Services for Young
Children to support expansion of programs in all settings for children birth to age
five.

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:
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ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

Districts must have system to monitor each child’s mastery of state and local learning
objectives.  Programs are advised to use pre- and post-tests to evaluate student
progress, and standardized development tests to plan learning activities.  The state is
developing program standards that will apply across all early childhood programs
including those in public schools.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

A written evaluation plan to assess program effectiveness is recommended.

For more information, contact:

Sharon Flack
Department of Education
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
East Capital Building, Bldg #6, Room 330
Charleston, WV  25305
Phone:  304-558-7805
Fax:  304-558-0459
E-mail:

Website:
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NAME OF
PROGRAM(S)

4-year-old Kindergarten Head Start Supplement

HISTORY State funds have supported both 4- and 5-
year-olds in kindergarten since the mid-
1800s.  Between 1973 and 1985, no state
funds were appropriated for 4- year-old
kindergarten, although funding for 5-year-
olds was maintained).  In 1985, the state
restored aid for 4-year-olds.

Since 1991, the state has
appropriated funds to expand Head
Start.  The purpose is to serve
children who are eligible but on
waiting lists.

POPULATION
SERVED

Children who are 4-years-old by September
1st of the program year.

federal Head Start eligibility

HOURS OF
OPERATION

Minimum is half-day, 5 days/week for the
school year.  (Districts may choose to offer
longer hours, but do so at local expense.)

per federal Head Start requirements

NO. OF CHILDREN
SERVED

7,850 (FY 1997) 1,210 (FY 1997)

ELIGIBLE PRE-K
PROVIDERS

Local school districts federal Head Start grantees

ADMINISTRATIVE
AUSPICES

Department of Education (DOE) Department of Education (DOE)

PROGRAM
STANDARDS

Ratios:  No specific requirement, although
the state advises having one teacher and
other adults with a class size of under 20
children.

Staff Qualifications:  Certified teacher
eligible to teach kindergarten (certification in
early childhood education)

Educational Program:  Programs must meet
the state’s basic education standards, which
require a prepared curriculum.  Content is
local decision.

Parental Involvement:  Funding standards
allow 20% of funding or staff time to be used
for outreach to parents and primary
caregivers.

Head Start Performance Standards
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FUNDS Method of Funding:  Districts receive per
pupil reimbursement based on class
membership count and state aid equalization
formula.  Half-day is the maximum permitted
to be claimed for aid.

State-appropriated Funds:  $37 million (FY
1997)

Method of Funding: All Head Start
grantees, except those that are new
federal grantees since 1994, receive
an award.

State-appropriated Funds:  $4.95
million (FY 1997).  There has been
no increase in funds since 1994.

ONGOING
PLANNING

State Level:

Community Level:

ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAM

PERFORMANCE

There is no state monitoring.  Technical
assistance, such as early education
workshops and program planning
information , is available from the DOE.

Programs receiving state funds are
required to maintain records required
by federal Head Start and submit
these to the state DOE upon request.

EVALUATION OF
PROGRAM

For more information, contact:

James McCoy
Early Childhood Consultant
Department of Public Instruction
PO Box 7841
Madison, WI  53707
Phone:  608-266-1000
Fax:  608-264-9553
E-mail:

Website:


